
As I look back on my years of ministry, I realize that 
there were times when I felt like I was pushing a boulder up-
hill.  There were also times when it pushed back against my 
efforts, and even moments when I lost my footing and it rolled 
back over me all the way back down the slope, and I had to 
start all over again.  The reasons I struggled so were varied.  
Many times it was because the congregation I was serving was 
not motivated and lacked enthusiasm for the work of ministry, and I became discour-
aged.  I found myself trying to do too much myself to make sure all the bases were cov-
ered.   

But here at Wightman, the situation is so different.  This is a congregation that 
takes initiative and, for the most part, is a band of “happy Christians” who are enthusias-
tic about making disciples for Jesus and don’t mind rolling up their sleeves and going to 
work for the LORD—without the need for praise or recognition.  Folks here, it seems, 
are too busy doing good to be complaining, criticizing or just being negative.   

I can’t tell you what a difference this kind of positivity makes in how much I en-
joy my ministry and how much easier it is to fulfill this 24-7, 365 days-a-year calling as 
a pastor.  To borrow and slightly amend a lyric from an old Fleetwood Mac song, 
“Ooooh . . . You make serving fun!”  All this is to say . . . Thanks for being that kind of 
congregation!  Keep doing what you’re doing with the same spirit of enthusiasm and 
joy, and the good LORD and this pastor will be smiling as we all go merrily along! 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor B 

W
I
G

H
T

M
A

N
 A

L
E

R
T

 
I
s

s
u

e
d

 t
o

 A
le

r
t
 Y

o
u

 t
o

 C
h

u
r

c
h

 M
a

t
t
e

r
s
 

W
I

G
H

T
M

A
N

 
U

N
I

T
E

D
 

M
E

T
H

O
D

I
S

T
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 

October 2022 

From the Pastor 

Charge Conference 

Monday, October 10—6:30 p.m. 
- - -  

Our church’s annual charge confer-
ence will be October 10 at 6:30 p.m.  
This is the meeting where we set the 
budget and elect officers for next year.  
All members are welcome to attend; 
however, Administrative Council mem-
bers are the only ones allowed to vote.  
Please gather at the church at 6:00 to 
make last-minute preparations for the  
conference, which will be held this year 
via Zoom. 

Pumpkin Patch 

 

The youth Pumpkin Patch is open!  
Come and buy a pumpkin (or two or 
three) and support our youth.  All pro-
ceeds from pumpkin sales will go toward 
their 2023 mission trip, so they are very 
appreciative of your help in making this 
year’s patch a success!    Please let Madi-
son Butler (803-924-0195 or madikbut-
ler@gmail.com) know if you would like 
to sign up for a time to work in the Pump-
kin Patch this month! 

Golden Age Sunday 

Wightman will celebrate Golden Age Sunday on 
October 9.  All Golden Agers (age 75+) are invited to 
attend and bring their families to worship with them as 
we celebrate those who have given so much in service 
to Wightman and to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
over the years.  You are truly a blessing! 
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Please join us for some fall fun as we reach out to the communi-
ty and promote all that Wightman has to offer!   

We need lots of help with all areas, big and small.  Please con-
tact Heather Studer (803-727-3685) for details. 



The Administrative Council of Wightman United Methodist Church met Sunday, September 18. 
        Lay Leader David Mitchell opened the meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 saying “that we 
(Wightman) can do all things through Him who gives us strength.”  He then led the group in prayer. 
       Under Old Business, Trustee Chairman Ken Cope presented the recommendation from the Trus-
tees for the acceptance of the new Wightman UMC Facilities Use Guidelines.  Following much dis-
cussion, Rosemary Bowers made the motion to accept the new Guidelines as presented with changes 
made in the future if there is a problem.  The motion was approved. 
       The Trustees have now received 3 proposals for the paving and extension of the parking lot.  The 
3 bids are Willingham Landscaping & Asphalt LLC from Jenkinsville, SC for $100,000; Schumpert 
& Son Paving, Newberry, SC for $110,000; and Steed Paving, Jackson, SC for $113,380.  Following 
discussion, Trustee Chairman Ken Cope made the recommendation that we approve Willingham Landscaping & Asphalt for 
the contract.  The recommendation was approved.  Finance Chairman Gregg Turner made the recommendation that we contact 
Willingham to confirm their bid dated 7-30-2022 and approve up to an additional 5% increase should the bid have changed.   
       Trustee Chairman Ken Cope made the motion to approved the Application to Lease the Wightman UMC Facilities.  The 
motion was approved. 
     Gary Hooker made the motion to approved Tim Chandler and Jeff Shacker to attend Lay Servant Ministry School.  The 
motion was approved. 
      Following discussion Rosemary Bowers made the motion that Jenny Harris be allowed to organize the Christian Life Cen-
ter kitchen storage area and authorized to purchase all paper supplies including plastic wear for all church sanctioned groups 
and activities.  The motion was approved. 
       Trustee Chairman Ken Cope made the motion that Newberry Academy be allowed the use of Wightman as a safe haven 
for parent pickup if the school was under an active shooter situation.  The motion was approved.  
       Under committee reports, Missions Chairman Leonard May stated that the committee met today and discussed future mis-
sion projects.   
      Trustee Chairman Ken Cope said that one small group is meeting at the Lighthouse.  Wightman member Laura Kneece is 
part of the group. 
       Youth Minister Chris Butler reported that the pumpkins will be arriving on Friday, September 30, at 5:00 pm.  Volunteers 
are needed to help unload the pumpkins and also help man the October Pumpkin Patch.  Lots of help is needed for the 5th 
Quarter at the Lighthouse following the Mid-Carolina/Newberry football game from 9:30 until midnight on Friday, October 7.  
Anyone who is safe sanctuary trained can help.  Volunteers are needed to help with the youth each Sunday afternoon for 2 
hours.  Contact Chris if you would like to help. 
       Children’s Minister Jennifer Boozer said that the children’s Christmas program will be presented on Saturday night, De-
cember 3, at 7:00 pm and Sunday morning, December 4, at the 9:00 am worship service.  Anna Farmer is helping lead the 
presentation 

       Worship Chairman Susan Lowder reported that Golden Age Sunday is October 9. November 6 is All Saint’s Sunday. 
Decorating the church for Christmas will occur on Sunday, November 20, and a new Christmas tree will be purchased for the 
narthex.  Sunday, November 27, is the 1st Sunday in Advent and will include the Hanging of the Greens.  Sunday, December 
25, will be a combined casual worship service in the Christian Life Center at 10:30 am. 
       Dr. Mike Bernardo reported for the Discipleship Committee that Sunday, September 25, is “Back to Church” Sunday with 
a church-wide family picnic following the 11:15 contemporary worship service on the Mike Mills Field.  The committee 
would like for each Sunday school class to have representation in the narthex before the worship service telling worship at-
tendees about their class.  Beginning September 25, a video will be shown about one of the classes and various small groups 
during the worship service to inform church attendees of what is available. 
      The Congregational Care Committee did not meet today but co-chairman Tina Hooker said that the first baby blanket was 
given to the Keith Rankin family.  Since the prayer shawl and blanket ministry began, 85 prayer shawls or blankets have been 
distributed. 
       Pastor Ben Barnett spoke for SPRC saying that evaluations have been completed on all staff and the pastor.  Charge Con-
ference is by Zoom on Monday, October 10, at 6:30 pm with administrative council members meeting in the old fellowship 
hall.  All reports need to be submitted to Lynda Counts before the meeting.  Currently volunteers Dr. Bernardo and Cole Har-
per are leading the music during the contemporary worship service.   
       A Security Team member suggested that church attendees be reminded of what to do should Wightman ever experience 
an active-shooter situation.  You should drop to the floor and stay where you are, possibly under the pew.  It was suggested 
that a leaflet with instructions covering numerous situations be placed in the pew book holders in the sanctuary. 
        Communications Team Chairman Heather Studer said that Sunday, September 25, is the church-wide picnic.  Planning 
for the Saturday, October 8, Pumpkin Palooza is going well with a pie eating contest added.  Cooking Que for Christ will be 
selling full rack of ribs as a fundraiser for the youth at the event also.  Sunday, October 30 is the next Brunch and Bonding. 
       Pastor Ben Barnett asked “what is the opposite of a dead church?  Wightman which is alive and well, advancing and 
growing, not dying.”      
       There being no further business Pastor Ben Barnett closed the meeting with prayer. The next scheduled council meeting 
will be Sunday, November 20, 2022, at 1:30 p.m. with committees meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
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Administrative Council Minutes 



CROSS BEARERS 
                       Oct. 2 - Kim Graham 

  9 - Jessi Pitts 

 16 - Charlotte Hargreaves 

 23 - Linda Richardson 

 30 - Jessi Pitts 

 ACOLYTES 
                         Oct. 2 - Kyle Graham 

  9 - Sami Pitts 

 16 - Brantley Counts-Wohnig 

 23 - Hudson Defreese 

 30 - Sami Pitts 

USHERS 
Kenneth Bundrick, Ken Cope, 
David Mitchell, Tom Eustace 

TRUSTEE FOR OCTOBER 
Todd Studer 

GREETERS 
Joe Miller and David Mitchell 

LAY READERS 
                        Oct.  2 - Christy Bouknight 
  9 - Gary Hooker 
 16 - Devonna Summer 
 23 - Hudson Defreese 

 30 - Lewis Shuler 
   

GREETERS 
Mitch and Susan Lowder 

USHERS 
Joe Palmer, Larry Graham, 
Todd Studer, Jared Jones 

LAY READERS 
                        Oct.  2 - Josh Metts 

  9 - Laura Kneece 

 16 - Daniel Floyd 

 23 - Will Morse 

 30 - Wightman Youth 

October Assistants 
Contemporary Service (11:15) 

October Assistants 
Traditional Service (9:00) 

The UWF will meet on Tuesday, October 4, at 3:00 
p.m. in the fellowship hall.  The program will be given by 
Brittany Tate.  Brittany is a wife and the mom of five 
children. She is the founder and designer of Living Truth 
Jewelry and Living Truth Collective, whose purpose is to 
equip women to strive to know God’s Truth, and to share 
and experience God’s Truth. Brittany is the daughter-in-

law of Susan Lowder.  Margie Moore will provide the 
snack. 

Members are reminded that the women will give 
away cupcakes during the church’s Pumpkin Palooza 
celebration on Saturday, October 8.  

United Women in Faith 

 To strengthen rela-
tionships between the at-
tendees of our two worship 
services, we are hosting a 
brunch during the Sunday 
School hour on October 30.  

Please plan to attend for a “picture perfect” time!!  
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Average Attendance for September 
  9:00 Worship   101 

  11:15 Worship  104 

  Combined Worship   205 

  Church School  115 

         Congratulations to Blake 
and Sarah Longshore on the birth 
of a son, Joseph Thomas.  J.T.  
was born September 15.  He 
weighed 11 lbs. 1 oz.  Also wel-
coming J.T. are his grandparents 
Alan and Lori Longshore and 
aunt Carlee.  

Birth 

Operating Budget 
In memory of Jackie Birchfield 

 By:  Kirk and Shirley Atwood 

  Ron and Jan Wood 

  Lynn and Martha Waller 
  Larry and Emily Graham 

  Mollie Graham 

In honor of First Responders by Marshall Caldwell. 
 

UMKids 

In memory of Jackie Birchfield by Cody and Neva 
Caldwell. 

Special Gifts to Wightman 



Church Members, 
         I’m back home and recovering well from my sur-
gery.  Your thoughts, prayers and cards were very com-
forting to me.                              Thanks with love, Joan 

 

Dear Wightman family, 
I wanted to thank you once 

again for my send-off brunch and 
for the beautiful clergy robe that 
I received!  I thank you also for 
all the love and support you have 
shown me, and also my family 
over our years together.  

I am excited and honored 
to now be a licensed local pastor 
in the United Methodist Church. 
I am loving serving my appoint-
ment in Greenwood at Lowell St. 
and Panola UMC churches. I do miss you all as you 
have been my family for so long, and pray God contin-
ues to bless you abundantly.  

Your sister in Christ,  
Pastor Viki Hydrick, and family  

Thank YOU! 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Oct.  1 - Landen Lawrence, Konner Myers 

 2 - Rhese DeVall, Rita Stone, 
  Brantley and Ethan Counts-Wohnig 

 3 - Jon Roach, John Weston Finley, Tori Harper, 
  Jim Stewart 
 4 - Cole Kneece          5 - Alex Fields       
 6 -  Bob Burch, Glenn Hamm, Lexi Sease      
 7 -  Renita Bowers, Larry Bundrick, 
  Emily Cannady, Mickey Compton 

 8 -  Gerald Johnson, Tyler Johnson 

 9 - Anita McCullough, Russell Peel, Wyatt Hazel 
 10 -  

 11 - Kyle Graham, Jack Owens, Melinda Rhodes  
 12 - Lonnie Finley, Rileigh Davis 

 13 - Jamie Johnson, EthanMcCullough,  
  Charlie Sease             14 -  Gregg Turner 
 15 - Traci Bouknight, Ladison Hamm,  
  Audrey Kunkle 

 16 - Marie Earwood, Linda Richardson, 
  Susan Saunders      
 17 - Marcie Lawrence        
 19 -  Catie Rooney, Jeanette Shirey 

 20 - Bennie Sue Hiller, Channing Cannady     
 25 - Jeff Davis, Heather Nelson  

 26 - Jody Garmon, Will Summer
27 -  Tom Saunders, James Turner, Mark Thompson 

 28 - Camille Dixon, Chris Johnson,  
  Judy Livingston, Nolan Rogers 

 29 - Jon Lawson Cope, Margie Moore 

 30 -  Logan Mrozinski, Jessica Northcutt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
        
 Oct. 4 - Luke and Jessica Meetze 

 5 -  Larry and Dianne Bundrick 

 6 -  Cody and Neva Caldwell 
  Blake and Aubrey Hamm 

 7 -  Bill and Renee Joiner 
 12 -  Marvin and Pam Smith 

 14 -  Jeff and Rita DeVall 
 15 - Hunter and Samantha Shaw 

 16 -  Eddy and Linda Richardson 

 18 -  Tyler and Kelly Johnson 

 20 - Steven and Alice Douglas 

  Blake and McKensey Cantrell 

 

In Memoriam 

- - - 
Jacalwyn (Jackie) Barlow Birchfield 

April 7, 1939—September 23, 2022 

         The Administrative Council has 
approved that all paper products for 
church-related activities will be provid-
ed by the church.  Individual groups no 
longer need to purchase these supplies 
out of their funds.   

Jenny Harris will purchase all paper supplies 
(plates, cups, napkins, plastic cutlery, etc.) and cleaning 
supplies for the church.  If you notice something is low 
or have a large church function that will require extra 
supplies, please leave a note on the clipboard in the sup-
ply closet next to the kitchen. 

Jenny has also volunteered to clean out and organ-
ize the closet.  If you have personal items or supplies for 
your group in that closet that you’d like to keep, please 
remove them by October 9.   

These changes are being made in order to make 
sure your group has the supplies it needs each month and 
that all supplies are uniform.  Please contact Jenny Harris 
(803-924-1137) or the church office if you have any 
questions regarding this policy. 

New Policy 



 Children’s Sermons 
  October    2 - Communion Sunday 
        9 - Rosemary Bowers 
      16 - Henry Dominick 
      23 - Ruby Miller 
      30 –Christy Bouknight 

 

UMKIDS 
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Trunk or Treat 
October 31  

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
at the Walking Track 

 

 Everyone is encouraged and invited to 
participate in trunk or treat.  One way to help is 
to donate bags of candy (baskets will be in the 
narthex and Christian Life Center).  Also please 
decorate your trunk and come help us pass out 
candy. 
 Kids! Be sure to visit the walking track 
when you’re out trick-or-treating on Halloween!  
There will be lots of treats and fun things to do. 

Children’s Sunday School 

 During the month of October our children’s classes will be learn-
ing about the following Bible characters (depending on age group):  Jo-
seph, Samuel, David,  Jonathan, David and Goliath, Esther, Jonathan 
and David, David and Saul, Mordeci, and Abigail.  

 

  F.Y.I. 
 

Thanks to everyone who joined us for lunch and backyard 
games which were played in the parking lot due to the 
amount of rain we had recently received.   
 

Children’s Church will be some highlights from our  
younger Sunday school classes.  We will also have a few 
worship and praise songs along with a game or two about 
books of the Bible and recent lessons we have studied. 
 

Christmas program practice will be on Sundays in the 
sanctuary from 5:00-6:00 p.m.  Our performances will be 
on Saturday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m. and also on Sun-
day, December 4, at 9:00 a.m., both in the sanctuary.  We 
will be performing STAR OF WONDER. 



October 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 
 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 14 14 

 

15 

16 17 18 
 

19 20 21 22 

23 

 

30 

 

24 

 

 

31 

25 26 27 28 29 
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World Communion  
 -  
Emmaus Luncheon 
- 12:30 pm 

Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

Children’s Prac-
tice - 5:00-6:00 

 

 

Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

Children’s Prac-
tice - 5:00-6:00 

Golden Age Sun-
day 
 

Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

Children’s Prac-
tice - 5:00-6:00 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Pumpkin Palooza- 
11:00 am-1:00 pm 

 

Charge Confer-
ence - 6:30 pm 

(Please convene 
at 6:00 to pre-
pare for the 
meeting.) 
 

 

Youth - 4:30 pm 
Children-5:00 pm 

Bible Study- 6:30 
 
 
 
Chancel Choir-
6:30 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 7:15 pm 

Bible Study- 6:30 

M&Ms - 11:00 am 

 
 
Chancel Choir-
6:30 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 7:15 pm 

Bible Study -6:30 
M&Ms - 11:00 am 

Newsletter 
Staff - 2:30 pm  
Chancel Choir-
6:30 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 7:15 pm 

Clarkson/Counts 
Circle – 3:00 pm 
 

 

  
 

UMMen -7:00 pm 
SOS - 7:00 pm 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Bible Study- 
6:30 

M&Ms - 11:00 am 
 
Chancel Choir-
6:30 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 7:15 pm 

Baby Shower - 
10:00 am-12 pm 
 
Pumpkin Patch 
Opens daily - 
3:00-7:00 pm 
Weekends - 
11:00 am-7:00 

Loaves and Fish-
es - 5:30-7:00 

 

CARE Ladies 
Bible Study-
10:00 am 

 

 

Trunk or Treat - 
5:30-7:00 pm 

 

B&B - 10:15 am 
Youth - 4:30 pm 
Children-5:00 pm 
Prayer Ser.-5:30 
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Rev. Ben L. Barnett, Pastor 
P. O. Box 376 

Prosperity, South Carolina 29127 
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Sunday Schedule 
Traditional Worship – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School – 10:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Service – 11:15 a.m. 


