
 I recently received a letter from one of our faithful church members who was con-
cerned about the decrease in Wightman’s community involvement since they first joined 
the church several years ago. This member mentioned the WARM project, the Loaves & 
Fishes ministry and the volunteering at the Newberry Food Bank as evidence of such a 
decrease.  Now, let me be clear—this person also listed many things our church IS do-
ing to serve and engage our community, such as Sunday School classes and other 
church groups helping in a variety of ways to alleviate human need and suffering in our 
community.  He was not being critical in his comments, but reflective.  After listing the 
many things we ARE doing, he ended his letter with these words, “. . . It sounds like a 
lot, but I wonder if we are doing enough to make our presence known in the communi-
ty?”  What a thoughtful, probing question! 
 My response to his question is this: some of the mission outreach ministries of 
Wightman were curtailed long before the Coronavirus raised its ugly head, for various 
reasons.  I’m not wanting to revisit the past, but I am interested in resurrecting the spirit 
of community engagement that was once a hallmark of this congregation. Circumstanc-
es on the ground no doubt impact what we can do in terms of face-to-face, hand-to-

hand, close-contact ministry.  But this should not keep us from reaching out in ways that 
do not put people at risk.  After all, mission and outreach is the lifeblood of the Church!   
 As we get more and more of this pesky virus behind us, I hope and pray we will 
move our outreach to the forefront of who we are and what we do!  To help us with this, 
I am announcing a Pastor Listening Tour.  This tour will involve my meeting with a 
number of congregational focus groups, where members can share their ideas on how 
we can reopen and revitalize our ministry overall, and more specifically, our outreach 
ministries.   
 If you would be willing to host one of these meetings in your home, or attend one, 
please call the church office at 803-364-2340.  And,  if you would like to participate in 
one of these meetings, please call the office as well. 

Reaching out in Christian love, 
Pastor B 
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October 2021 

From the Pastor 

Sunday, November 7 

3:30 p.m. 
- - -  

Our church’s annual charge confer-
ence will be November 7 at 3:30 p.m.  
This is the meeting where we set the 
budget and elect officers for next year.  
All members are welcome to attend; 
however, Administrative Council mem-
bers are the only ones allowed to vote. 

All Charge Conference reports are 
due in the church office no later than 
Monday, October 11. 

 

Pumpkin Patch 

 

The youth Pumpkin Patch is open!  
Come and buy a pumpkin (or two or 
three) and support our youth.  All pro-
ceeds from pumpkin sales will go toward 
their 2022 mission trip, so they are very 
appreciative of your help in making this 
year’s patch a success!    Please let Madi-
son Butler (803-924-0195 or madikbut-
ler@gmail.com) know if you would like 
to sign up for a time to work in the Pump-
kin Patch this month! 



At the last Admin-
istrative Council meeting, 
finance chairperson Gregg 
Turner expressed his appre-
ciation to the members of 
Wightman for their generous 
giving throughout the sum-
mer months.  Summer is a 

time when churches frequently fall behind in their be-
nevolent giving and thanks to all of you we were able 
to enter the fall months ahead of our budget needs.  
You are to be commended for your generous support of 
Wightman and our outreach ministries which go be-
yond our local church. 
 On another positive note, we received $1,443 
in September for Epworth Children’s Home! 

  

         Pumpkin Pal za 

Saturday, October 9 

11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
on the Walking Track 

Please join us for some fall fun as we reach out 
to the community and promote all that Wight-
man has to offer!  Along with the pumpkin 
patch, we’ll have face painting, hay rides, inflat-
ables, and Cooking Que for Christ’s barbecue.  

We need lots of help with all areas, big and 
small.  Please contact Chris and Madison Butler 
or Heather Studer for details. 
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Monthly Financial Summary 
General Funds (total) $  96,184.90   
Designated Funds -  81,273.63 

General Funds Available 14,911.27 

Capital Improvement Fund 251,335.74 

Total Funds $  347,520.64 

         Congratulations to Daniel 
and Elyssa Haven on the birth of 
a daughter, Emma Margaret.  
Emma was born September 12.  
She weighed 6 lbs. 15 oz.  Also 
welcoming Emma are her grand-
parents Billy and Donna Parnell 
and uncle Jared.  

Birth 

Wightman will celebrate Golden Age Sunday on 
October 10.  All Golden Agers (age 75+) are invited to 
attend and bring their families to worship with them as 
we celebrate those who have given so much in service 
to Wightman and to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
over the years.  You are truly a blessing! 

Special Gifts to Wightman 
Asbury Bedenbaugh Class Fund 

In memory of  Rodney Epting 

 By: Larry and Emily Graham 

  Lonnie and Amanda Finley 

Thank YOU! 

Wightman was very happy to receive three new 
members on September 12:  Tim and Marie Chandler 
transferred their membership from St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Aiken and Margaret Boozer joined by trans-
fer from Bachman Chapel Lutheran Church.  We ex-
tend a warm welcome to Tim, Maria and Margaret! 

Welcome New Members! 

Margaret Boozer Tim and Maria Chandler 

The United Methodist Women will meet on 
Tuesday, October 5, at 3:00 p.m. in the old fellowship 
hall.  McKeva Kinard will be the guest speaker and 
will share information on the House of Sweet Transi-
tion. All ladies are invited to attend. 

During the church’s Pumpkin Palooza celebra-
tion on Saturday, October 9, the UMW will have a 
bake sale. Plans will be made for this at this meeting. 
Bring your ideas. 

United Methodist Women 
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Administrative Council Minutes 

 The Administrative Council of Wightman United Methodist Church met Sunday, Septem-
ber 19. 
      Vice-Chairman Jeff Shacker opened the meeting by reading 11 Corinthians 12:9. He then 
led the group in prayer. 
       Trustee Chairman Ron Wood and Finance Committee Chairman Gregg Turner presented 
information regarding the repaving and sealing of the walking track and parking lot.  Currently 2 
proposals have been received and Chairman Wood will contact a third company.  It was decided 
that additional parking is needed so the current paved parking lot needs to be enlarged.  Also, we 
would like to redo the walking track to make it more user-friendly.  An ad hoc committee con-
sisting of Chris Butler, David Mitchell, Jeff Murray, Ron Wood and Pastor Ben Barnett was formed.  Trustee Chairman 
Wood made the motion to table the matter until the ad hoc committee has time to study the project and bring back pro-
posals to the Finance Committee and Administrative Council for discussion.  The motion was approved. 
      Trustee Chairman Wood stated that the new doors for the Main Street entrance to the Educational Building are on 
order.  The $1,500 cost is being donated, but we will have to pay for the installation of the doors.  A locksmith is coming 
Monday, September 20, to rekey the locks on the entrance doors. The cost is approximately $325.  The keys will be 
numbered and must be signed for.   
      Pete McLain said that the sale of the large bus is going slow.  He has reduced the price and has received a number 
of comments, but no firm offers.  He is continuing the search for another small bus. 
 Mission Chair Leonard May reported that we have an extension until December to rebook the mission trip airline 
tickets without losing our money.  El Salvador travel is now open with Covid testing when you enter and leave the coun-
try.  Chairman May would like to begin other mission opportunities within the borders of our country including starting 
an Emergency Response Team (ERT) at Wightman.  Currently he is the only certified ERT at Wightman.  There is a 
training class Saturday, September 25, at Mt. Horeb with another planned in Greenville at a later date.  If anyone is inter-
ested, please contact Leonard May. 
        Finance Chairman Gregg Turner gave a big thank you to the entire congregation for faithfully giving.  Contribu-
tions have been above budget the entire summer.  Committee budget requests for 2022 need to be submitted to Secretary 
Lynda Counts by Monday, October 11.  The Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, October 19, to compile the new 
church budget.  It is asked that committee chairmen put explanations for increases or attend the meeting to answer any 
questions.  Pastor Barnett commended the staff on their frugal use of funds during the pandemic.   
       Chris Butler stated that the youth pool party held Saturday, September 18, was enjoyed by all.  The pumpkins ar-
rive on Friday, October 1, and help is needed to unload them.  Youth will not meet on Halloween, but will participate in 
the Truck or Treat activity that night.  Chris expressed his appreciation for the support he receives from the church. 
       Children’s Minister Jennifer Boozer said that 12 Bibles were given out on Promotion Sunday.  Trunk or Treat is 
October 31 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  During November the UMKids will have a service project or outreach activity. 
       Worship Chairman Susan Lowder told council members that beginning in October the children will greet worship 
attendees in the sanctuary before the service begins.  Sunday, October 10, is Golden Age Sunday and Sunday, November 
7, is All Saint’s Sunday.  The Prayer and Healing Service will be canceled on Sunday, October 31.  Anyone wishing to 
be a lay reader, acolyte or cross bearer in 2022, is asked to please contact Susan Lowder. 
      SPRC has completed the pastor’s evaluation according to Chairman Pete McLain.  The parsonage inspection will be 
October 2.   
      Security Team Leader Sally Farmer is still looking for volunteers to help with the security of the church areas.  She 
needs people on Sunday to check doors, walk around and be seen and help those who need it as they move from their 
cars to the church facilities (a parking lot ministry).  Six to seven people are needed each Sunday. 
      Communications Team leader Heather Studer said that the “Brunch and Bonding” was very successful.  The next 
one is scheduled for Sunday, October 31.    For “Pumpkin Palooza” tents will be set up on the walking track.  Everything 
will be free except the food and crafts which the UMW will have at their booth.  There will be face painting, hay rides 
and inflatables.  Flyers will be made to promote the event.   
     Pastor Ben Barnett thanked everyone for all the events happening at Wightman.  Charge Conference will be Sunday, 
November 7, at 3:30 pm.  All council members are encouraged to attend.  Pastor Ben gave a shout out to Youth Repre-
sentative Olivia Abrams for her faithful attendance and listening at the council meetings. 
    Pete McLain expressed that the sun is destroying the paint on the small bus and an awning is needed for protection 
and security of the church vehicles.  The ad hoc committee formed to consider the parking lot paving was tasked with 
obtaining an estimate for a cover for the buses.  
    The next scheduled council meeting will be Sunday, November 21, at 1:30 p.m. with committees meeting at 12:30 
p.m. 



CROSS BEARERS 
                       Oct. 3 - Helen Mitchell 
 10 - Noah Davenport 
 17 - Madison Graham 

 24 - Cindy Pitts 

 31 - Charlotte Hargreaves 

 ACOLYTES 
                         Oct. 3 - Sami Pitts 

 10 - Hannah Davenport 
 17 - Kayleb Graham 

 24 - Sami Pitts 

 31 - Hudson Defreese 

USHERS 
Kenneth Bundrick, Ken Cope, 
David Mitchell, Tom Eustace 

TRUSTEE FOR OCTOBER 
Carol Charette 

GREETERS 
Joe Miller and David Mitchell 

LAY READERS 
                        Oct.  3 - Lonnie Finley 

 10 - Sandy Horne 

 17 - David Mitchell 
 24 - Jackie Bowers 

 31 - Hubert Kinard 

   

GREETERS 
Joe Miller and David Mitchell 

USHERS 
Joe Palmer, Larry Graham, 
Todd Studer, Jared Jones 

LAY READERS 
                        Oct.  3 - Randy Hydrick 

 10 - Kyle Cannon 

 17 - Josh Metts 

 24 - Mike Bernardo 

 31 - Wightman Youth 

October Assistants 
Contemporary Service (11:15) 

October Assistants 
Traditional Service (9:00) 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR SEPTEMBER 

  9:00 Worship     95 

  11:15 Worship    82 

  Combined Worship   174 

  Church School    82 

During the church’s Pumpkin Palooza celebration 
on Saturday, October 9, the UMW will have a bake sale. 
Plans will be made for this at this meeting. Bring your 
ideas. 

United Methodist Women 

 To improve relation-
ships between the attendees 
of our two worship ser-
vices, we are hosting a 
brunch during the Sunday 
School hour on October 31.  

Everyone is invited to attend so we can get to know one 
another better.  We hope to see you there! 
 At our last Brunch and Bonding, Laurie Shacker 
prepared a spinach and mushroom quiche.  Many of 
you have requested her recipe.  If you would like one, 
copies are available on the table in the narthex and 
Christian Life Center. 

Grateful, Thankful, Blessed 

November 8 

Joy Group Meeting 

Christian Life Center 

 

 

 

 
 

11:00 a.m.—Sharing of Blessings 

12:00 noon—Thanksgiving Meal 

(Catered by Bill & Fran’s Restaurant) 
 

Cost:  $16 (includes tax and tip) 
Please pay the day of the meeting. 
Sign-up sheet is located in the narthex. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Oct.  1 - Landen Lawrence, Konner Myers 

 2 - Rhese DeVall, Brantley and Ethan Wohnig 

 3 - Tori Caldwell, Johnny Ellison, Jon Roach,  
  John Weston Finley, Tori Harper,  
  Michelle Sherman, Jim Stewart 
 4 - Cole Kneece 

          5 - Alex Fields       
 6 -  Bob Burch, Glenn Hamm, Lexi Sease      
 7 -   

 8 -  Gerald Johnson, Tyler Johnson 

 9 - Anita McCullough, Russell Peel, Wyatt Hazel 
 10 -  

 11 - Kyle Graham, Jack Owens, Melinda Rhodes  
 12 - Lonnie Finley, Rileigh Davis 

 13 - Jamie Johnson, EthanMcCullough,  
  Charlie Sease            
 14 -  Gregg Turner 
 15 - Traci Bouknight, Ladison Hamm, 
  Audrey Kunkle 

 16 - Marie Earwood, Linda Richardson, 
  Susan Saunders      
 17 - Marcie Lawrence       19 -  Catie Rooney 

 20 - Bennie Sue Hiller, Channing Cannady     
 25 - Jeff Davis, Heather Nelson  

 26 - Jody Garmon, Will Summer
27 -  Tom Saunders, James Turner 

 28 - Camille Dixon, Chris Johnson,  
  Judy Livingston, Nolan Rogers 

 29 - Jon Lawson Cope, Margie Moore 

 30 -  Logan Mrozinski, Jessica Northcutt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
        
 Oct. 4 - Luke and Jessica Meetze 

 5 -  Larry and Dianne Bundrick 

 6 -  Cody and Neva Caldwell 
  Blake and Aubrey Hamm 

 7 -  Bill and Renee Joiner 

 12 -  Marvin and Pam Smith 

 13 -  Joe and Gail Looney 

 14 -  Jeff and Rita DeVall 

 16 -  Eddy and Linda Richardson 

 18 -  Tyler and Kelly Johnson 

 20 - Steven and Alice Douglas 

  Blake and McKensey Cantrell 

Greenwood District Mission 
Project 

 The Greenwood 

District is collecting 

money to be used to fill 

flood buckets being sent 

to Louisiana to aid with 

relief for victims of Hur-

ricane Ida. If you would 

like to contribute to this 

mission project, please make out your check to Wight-

man UMC and mark it for Disaster Recovery. 

 A 13-person SC United Methodist Volunteers in 

Mission (UMVIM) Early Response Team (ERT) an-

swered the call for help and responded from September 

6-11 cutting trees off houses, tarping roofs, and most of 

all listening to the victims and showing them God’s 

love. If anyone is interested, there are 2 touching arti-

cles in the Orangeburg paper, The Times and Democrat 

dated Friday September 17, 2021.  One of the Articles 

is titled “Mission of Christian Love”. 

 Also, if anyone is interested in more information 

about UMVIM ERT or is interested in joining this 

group, please contact Leonard May at 803-924-5794 or 

by email at leonardmay@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 6 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Come one, come all! 
We will be painting inside and out, pressure 

washing and replacing window screens. 
 



 Children’s Sermons 
  October    3 - Communion Sunday 
      10 - Janet Davenport 
      17 - Madison Graham 
      24 - Rosemary Bowers 
      31 - Henry Dominick 

 

UMKIDS 
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Trunk or Treat 
October 31 — 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

at the Walking Track 
 

Everyone is encouraged and invited to participate 
in trunk or treat in some way.  One way to help is to 
donate bags of candy (baskets will be in the nar-
thex and Christian Life Center).   
 

Kids!  Be sure to visit the walking track when 
you’re out trick-or-treating on Halloween!  There 
will be lots of treats and fun things to do. 

 Holy Moly Sunday School Stories  

October    3   Joseph III Manna Quail and Water 
              10  Naomi and Ruth Deborah 

              17  David God Calls Samuel 
              24  David and Goliath David Is Chosen 

 31 Solomon No Sunday School 



October 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
 
 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 14 15 

 

16 

17 18 19 
 

20 21 22 23 

24 

 

 

31 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
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World Communion  
Sunday 
Emmaus Luncheon 
- 12:30 pm 
Chosen Bible 
Study - 4:00 pm 
Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

 

 
Chosen Bible 
Study - 4:00 pm 

Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

Golden Age Sun-
day 
 
Chosen Bible 
Study - 4:00 pm 

Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Pumpkin Palooza 
- 11:00 am-1:00 
pm 

Youth Trip to 
Haunted House 

Charge Confer-
ence Reports 
due 
 
 
 

 

Youth Activities 
- 4:30-6:00 pm 

Bible Study- 6:30 
 
 
 
Chancel Choir-
6:00 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 6:45 pm 

Bible Study- 6:30 

 

 
 
Chancel Choir-
6:00 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 6:45 pm 

Pumpkins Arrive 
- 4:00 pm 

Bible Study -6:30 

Newsletter 
Staff - 2:30 pm  

Chancel Choir-
6:00 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 6:45 pm 

Clarkson/Counts 
Circle – 3:00 pm 
 

 

  
 

UMMen - 7:00 
 

 

 

Finance Commit-
tee - 6:30 pm 

 
 

Bible Study- 
6:30 
 
 
Chancel Choir-
6:00 pm 
Christmas Music 
- 6:45 pm 

Pumpkin Patch 
Opens daily - 
3:00-7:00 pm 
Weekends - 
11:00 am-7:00 
pm 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline - 1:00 

 
 
 

Staff Meeting - 
4:00 pm 

CARE Ladies 
Bible Study-
10:00 am 

 

Set up for Em-
maus Gathering 

Trunk or Treat - 
5:00-7:00 pm 

Emmaus Gather-
ing at Wightman 
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U.S. Postage 
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Prosperity, SC 

Permit No. 1 

Phone: 364-2340 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 843-274-0898 

Church E-Mail:  secretary@wightmanumc.org 
Pastor’s E-Mail:  b l b a r n e t t@umcsc.org 

Web Site:  www.wightmanumc.org 

Rev. Ben L. Barnett, Pastor 
P. O. Box 376 

Prosperity, South Carolina 29127 
 

WI GHT MAN U NIT ED MET HODI ST  
CHU RCH 

Sunday Schedule 
Traditional Worship – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School – 10:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Service – 11:15 a.m. 


