
“Behold I bring you tidings of great joy.”  
We are used to reciting the angel’s words to the 
shepherds around Christmastime, but they are cer-
tainly appropriate for June as Bishop Holston has 
announced that United Methodist Churches in 
South Carolina may resume in-person gatherings 
on June 10 and in-person worship services on June 
14. 

The Wightman congregation will have gone 
12 weeks without gathering for worship and I 
know that while many of us are excited, there are a 
few of us that are still fearful of the COVID-19 virus.  Our goal in reopening the 
church is to create the safest environment possible.  With this in mind, our staff 
met on May 31 to discuss measures that need to be taken to ensure our church is a 
safe place for people to gather.  Please take notice of what we hope to accomplish 
on June 14 and for the rest of the month. 

1. If you do not feel comfortable gathering with a large group of people, 
please feel free to stay at home.  As a pastor  I am not in the practice of giving 
permission for people to not come to church, but in this case you have my bless-
ing.  There are people in our congregation with conditions that place them in the 
“high risk” category.  Please stay at home.  We will be using Facebook live to 
broadcast our services.  They may not be the same production quality as our pre-

recorded services have been, but you can still worship with your church family at 
home. 

2. For the first two weeks, June 14 and June 21, we will only be holding 
worship services.  The worship services will be at their  regular  times and 
places; 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary, 11:15 in the Christian Life Center.  There will 
be no Sunday School until June 28.   The reason for  this is to make sure we 
properly sanitize the rooms that will be used.  As we learn this process, we feel it 
best to start with a few rooms then later expand to the whole church building.  
Small groups who want to use the church throughout the week will have to take 
responsibility for cleaning/sanitizing their areas both before and after their meet-
ings. 

3. There will be no children’s church on the 14th or the 21st.  We will 
have packets to help keep the kids’ attention during the services and we welcome 
kids sitting with their families for the whole service.  If your child gets fidgety, the 
Francis Asbury classroom will be available as a family worship space, where the 
service can be heard and there is space to spread out. 

4. Seating will be spread out.  Similar  to restaurants around the state, 
we will be designating some of the pews in the sanctuary as “no seating zones.”  
This will promote social distancing.  During the second service, groups of chairs 
will be spread out to promote proper distance.  

5. The bathrooms will be sanitized.  The bathrooms will be cleaned pr i-
or to services.  Even though they have been cleaned, if using the facilities, please 
use hand sanitizer prior to entering and upon leaving the bathrooms.  The church 
has plenty of hand sanitizer which will be available throughout the building. 

We are looking forward to seeing many of you on June 14.  We hope you 
have been well and are as eager to gather again with your church family as we are. 

     In His Service, 
     Pastor Brian and the Wightman Staff 

From the Pastor 
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What to expect on June 14 and 21. 

Society has been changed by the Covid-19 virus and that means going to church will be a little different.  
As we prepare to reopen we thought it might be a good idea to tell you what to expect on the first two Sundays 
back. 

1. As you approach the church, the doors will either be open or a greeter will open the door for you.  
Please do not touch the door handle. 

2. As you enter for worship there will be no bulletins.  All the information you will need for worship will 
be on the video screens. 

3. The wearing of a mask is encouraged.  If you have one, bring it, if you don’t we will have some for you. 
4. Please follow the instructions of the ushers to make sure we are socially distancing in a proper manner. 
5. We will not have a time of greeting and fellowship nor children’s church.  Kids are always welcome in 

the church service and, if they get a bit squirmy, there will be a family worship space where you can take 
them.  However, know that Pastor Brian has no problems with squirmy kids in the worship service; he was 
once one of them. 

6.  There will be no passing of the offering plates, the offering receptacles will be in the back of the sanc-
tuary and you may give your offering as you leave.  

7. Bathrooms will be sanitized prior to Sunday morning.  Please use the hand sanitizer upon entering and 
leaving the bathroom facilities.   

8. Following the service, please exit in a timely manner.  There will be no post-service handshakes or 

hugs.  Also, while it is a sign that Wightman is a healthy church, we ask that you not stay around inside and 
talk with your friends.  If you wish to do this, go outside into a more open space and continue your conversa-
tions. 

Facebook Live  
Worship Services 

Beginning June 14, we will be 
live-streaming both the 9:00 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. worship services on 
Facebook live. Granted, a Facebook 
account is needed in order to view 
the live-stream, which is easily obtained by going 
to the following url and signing up: 
www.facebook.com. Once you have signed up for 
a Facebook account, type the following link into 
your web browser in order to go to Wightman’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
WightmanUmc/  After the page loads, select the 
“follow” button and visit the page Sunday morn-
ing at either of the worship times to view the live-

stream.  
Note: For the past several months, Wightman 

has been pre-recording the worship services and 
uploading them on-line for viewing. The last pre-

recorded on-line service will be on June 7, after 
which we will transition over to live-streaming 
the worship services as they are happening.  

Prayer Service—June 13 

In order to prepare our church both physically 
and spiritually to reopen on June 14 we will hold a 
prayer service on Saturday, June 13, at 5:00 p.m.  
The service will open with a time of prayer for our 
church and community and conclude with partici-
pants going around to different rooms in the church 
with disinfectant to clean and pray over the areas that 
will be used on the 14th.  If you feel comfortable 
joining us for this service we welcome your prayers 
and your service. 

Office Hours 

Due to the pandemic our office hours have been 
minimal and sporadic.   Beginning June 10, we will 
open with shortened office hours.  The office will be 
staffed Monday-Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  
We want to thank Lynda Counts for keeping the of-
fice running and the business of the church in order 
during these past 12 weeks. 
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Youth News 

We are SO excited to hang out with our students 
again! In order to keep our students healthy we have 
made a few changes to the way we will meet during 
the month of July. We will be having separate events 
for middle school and high school students. They 
should attend according to the grade they will be enter-
ing for the 2020-2021 school year. We will also be 
holding all meetings outside at the Lighthouse, weather 
permitting. Students should plan to bring a chair or 
blanket to sit on. We plan to meet on the following 
dates: 

High School- July 12 and July 26, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Middle School - July 15 and July 29 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Follow the Wightman youth Facebook and Insta-
gram accounts for more details on each youth event. 

We can't wait to see you all in July! 

Graduates 

 Wightman will cele-
brate our graduates during 
both worship services on 
June 14.  We are aware of 
the following graduates: 
 Mid-Carolina High 
School:  Elijah Abrams, 
Skylar Ammons, Caleb Evans, Cam Farr, Brandon 
Fowler, Will Garner, Mac Murray, Bailey Revas, Ja-
cob Shealy, Ashlynne Waters, and Sam Worley. 
 Springhill High School:  Alex Johnson 

 Piedmont Technical College:  Julia Roach and 
Tristan Lever 
 It is extremely difficult to gather information 
from our church family during this time of inactivity.  
If there are others who are graduating, please contact 
the church office with your name and the name of 
your school and you will be recognized in our next 
newsletter.  Also please come to worship on June 14 
and participate in the graduation recognition. 

Confirmation 

The following youth 
will be confirmed during 
worship on June 14:  Camryn 
Butler, Hannah Davenport, 
Autumn Gallman, Billy Gall-
man, Ellie Kirkland, Lawson 
Lawrence, Jessi Pitts, Trinity 
Rivers, Dylan Rogers, and 
Reese Sheppard.  Confirma-

tion will be held during both worship services.  Thank 
you to Chris and Madison Butler for preparing these 
youth to take this significant step in their Christian 
journey. 

Choir News 

There will be no chancel choir during worship 
until further notice.  Choir practice is tentatively set to 
resume on August 4.  Unless you hear otherwise, 
please gather in the sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 

Eddie Rivers, choirmaster 

Pastoral Change 

Pastor Brian and Cassie will be moving to St. 
Louis, Missouri, in June.  The time has come for them 
to relocate close to Brian’s parents.  Rev. Ben Bar-
nette, pastor of Bethel UMC in Spartanburg, will as-
sume the role of our pastor on June 30. 

Farewell Gathering 

We are planning 
a farewell gathering to 
say thank you to Pastor 
Brian and Cassie for 
four great years.   The 
gathering will be held 

in the CLC on June 13 beginning at 3:00 p.m.   For 
those who want to come, we will attempt to follow the 
"social distancing" guidelines.   Ice cream and cake 
will be served.    Please drop by between 3:00 and 
4:30 p.m. to wish Cassie and Brian well and to say 
thank you for their service to Wightman. 

Men’s Bible Study 

The Wednesday morning 
men’s Bible study will resume on 
June 10.  New participants are al-
ways welcome.  Meet in the old 
fellowship hall at 6:30 a.m. 
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Sunday Schedule 
Traditional Worship – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School – 10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service - 11:15 a.m. 


