Keeping Sabbath

“You need to remember the Sabbath day and keeplyt’h When my grand-
mother said that, it was generally a reprimandr &tkmonition usually came on Sun-
day afternoon—Ilong after worship and lunch—whendag and | would decide to go
fishing. My grandmother didn't like that. She thgit it irreverent and sinful. (I did
always wonder why it was okay for her to cook aéugeal every Sunday for 20-30
people in our family. That seemed a whole more lilork to me. But, | knew better
than to say that to my grandmother.)

The idea of keeping Sabbath originates with creatiGod created for six days
and on the seventh day God rested. Time didnft. sidhe universe that God had care-
fully crafted did not fall apart. God set an exdengs he rested on the seventh day.

Later that example would be codified in the Ten @G@ndments. “Remember
the Sabbath (seventh) day and keep it holy.” Tausty Friday at sundown good Jews
would cease and desist from labor. It was onlgratie sun went down on Saturday
that work picked back up. The Sabbath was meaatgft from God, a time to rest, a
time for recreation...re-creation, a time to have souls re-created, replenished by
remembering that the world does not depend on auk.wSabbath was God’s gift to
us for us to realize that we are human beingshuotan doings. Sabbath was time to
justbe.

When the Israelites were enslaved to Egypt, theydodt observe the Sabbath.
They were not allowed. They worked every day. eXoeptions. If they didn't, they
were beaten. Sometimes they were beaten anywhgy [@bored in the hot Egyptian
sun. They built pyramids. They built buildingg§hey made bricks. An Israelite’s en-
tire worth as a person was tied up in how manykbrige or she could produce. There
could be no breaks.

You can see why, after the Exodus, the Israeligeliscovered the extravagant
gift of Sabbath. Their worth was no longer tied inphow many bricks they could
make. They could have a day without work, a dayetoember that their worth was
solely and completely tied up in the fact that tegre children of God not what they
could produce. It wasn’'t a day to be legalistic&épt, but instead a gracious gift of
God.

There were other similar gifts of reflection, matiion, prayer, rest and re-
creation given by God to Israelites (the Jubilearyéurim, Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot), but Sabbath®@@t's weekly gift.

| was reflecting on this last week on beautiful Reskie Island, where deer out-
number people and the loudest noise heard is tfiemic chorus of tree frogs and ci-
cadas. The ferry across the Calibogue Sound frdtontHHead caused my anxiety and
general stress to melt like an ice cream cone oAugjust day. For the first time in
weeks, maybe months, | could just be, and it fetidy re-energizing, re-invigorating.

It occurred to me that, even with—maybe especiadlgause of—all of our new
technologies and time-saving devices (computetsrriet, smart phones, etc.) we are
still subject to Egyptian slavery. We easily beeoshackled to the notion that our
worth is tied up in what we produce and how muctcame get done.

This self-imposed slavery is the equivalent of adigl. Of course we don’t melt
down our jewelry and fashion a golden calf, butcausciously we work and act like
creation depends on us. Creation only dependsooh &nd even he rested. When we
put anything or anyone (including ourselves) in Gquace is the definition of idola-
try.

God's gift of Sabbath is a safeguard against tbisnfof idolatry. And we do
well to graciously receive God’s gift.

Recommitted to Keeping Sabbath,
Pastor Michael



A trip to Biloxi, MS, is scheduled for Nov. 9.
There will be a meeting on Sunday, Oct. 4, at 11:45
a.m. for all those interested in going on the triflease
contact Eddie Sloop for more information.

The Clarkson-Counts Circle will meet on Tues-
day, October 6, at 7:00 p.m. Lynda Counts willdlea
the program entitled, “Food Security.” Hostesses a
Rosemary Bowers and Emily Graham.

The next SOC Connection will be Monday, Octo-
ber 19, at 6:30 p.m. Dinner and childcare willgve-

vided. Hostesses are June Sloop and Renita Bowers.

Johnette will lead devotions and asks that everyone
come in comfortable clothing (PJ’s, etc.) to RELAX!

Arnotncing
Wightman Unted Methoaist Churc'
15t Anmual Relay for e Holday Market

Where: Wightman UMC
Christian Life Center

When: Saturday, November 14

Time: 10 am until 2 pm
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Tupperware, BeautiControl and Premier Jewelry
consultants will also be available!

For several months the Vision Team has been re-
searching and studying the addition of a second wor
ship service at Wightman. We read Charles Armis pi
otal book,How To Start a New Servicedid both con-
gregation and community surveys, visited an area
church that has been successful at starting new ser
vices, had an afternoon with their pastor, and dzhth
the process in a lot of prayer. Most recently,\figon
Team visited all our adult Sunday school classgsde
sent a proposal for moving forward, and then brough
that proposal to the Administrative Council.

The proposal was approved, so starting the Sunday
after homecoming, October 25, we will launch ow-se
ond service. Starting that day, our new Sundaynmor
ing schedule will be:

First (Traditional) Service—9:00-10:00

Sunday School—10:15-11:00

Second (Contemporary) Service—11:15-12:15

Of course any change of this nature and magnitude
will require some adjustment time, but we are extit
about the possibilities for growth and the new peop
that this new worship service will be able to readth
the Gospel. Please pray as we make final prepasati
and launch this service.

If you have any questions, please contact any mem-
ber of the Vision Team.

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR SEPT.

Morning Worship - 250
Church School - 172

We need 60 seed worshippers who are willing to
attend our new worship service for six months ttp he
get it off and running. If you are willing to besaed
worshipper, please email Pastor Michael at mat-
urner331@bellsouth.net, and make plans to attend a
seed worshippers meeting on October 11 immediately
following Sun. School.
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On September 13, we wel-
comed into the membership of
Wightman Ashley, Adelyn and
Caroline Ringer and Braxton Inman.
Adelyn, Caroline and Braxton re-
ceived the sacrament of baptism and
were received as baptized members.
Ashley joined on profession of faith.
Gary and Beverly
Heinly were received int
the membership of Wight
man on September 20. Th
transferred their membershijf’
from Chapin UMC. Their
address is 624 Newberry Dr., Chapin, SC 29036
We extend a warm Welcome to each of these who
have chosen to make Wightman their church home.
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The administrative council of
Wightman UMC met September 20
with 23 members present plus several
members of the vision team. Chairman
Rosemary Bowers presided and opened

It will be necessary to run new g
background checks on anyone who/*~_
works with youth or children or might '~~~
chaperone a trip for our youth or childass"

A

dren.

with prayer. The minutes of the August 16th caheeket-
ing and the August 23rd regular meeting were agmov

Jim Mills, chairman of the finance committee, re-

minded all the committees that they need to hawr th
budget requests in to Lynda Counts by October theyp
can have everything ready for the charge confereinieh
will be November 8, 2009. Mr. Mills asked that thestees
be sure and give him the invoice when the new saysd
tem is in. He also brought up the warranty ondbaip-
ment so we can be sure and have it in writing. lde am-
phasized the importance of paying as much as weean
fore we have to refinance the loan on the building bus
due to the fact that the interest rates will bengaip.

Under new business Pastor Turner and Finley Garvin

gave a report from the vision team. There is apxaeid
excitement in the congregation due to the chartgssare

coming with the contemporary service. Much thought,

prayer, and study went into having this servicee Tiew
schedule will be:

Early worship service 9:00 - 10:00
Sunday School 10:00 - 11:00
Contemporary service 11:00 - 12:15

The launch date will be October 25th.

Joe Looney made the motion to accept the vision

No one is exempt—even if you
have already had a SLED background
check, you need to have this nation-wide check done
and on file with the SC United Methodist Conference
You may download the form at www.umcsc.org/
safesanctuaries/forms.html. Click on “Release
Form.” You may also obtain a form from Traci
Bouknight.
Please place the completed form in the secre-
tary’s box outside the church office so that atinie
can be mailed together from the church. Wightman
will pay for the background checks, but if you waul
like to make a donation to cover the cost of your
screening, please include $6.
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The Cloud Land Vocal Band will
perform at Wightman on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4. They will sing from 9:10 to 9:30
\W a.m., so come early if you would like to
M hear them. They will also sing during
the worship service.

The Cloud Land Vocal Band has

team’s schedule. The motion was carried. This ohang been singing Southern Gospel Music for over 12

will be monitored constantly by the committee. TVie
sion team is getting some T-shirts printed for fumityl

purposes for the congregation to purchase. Thesfund is their sound technician.

raised will be used for publicity in the future.

years. The group consists of Michelle Keklak, Ken
Skinner, James Baston and Clyde Ward. Murph Ward
They have recordedethre
albums which will be on sale in the narthex aftes t

Trustees chairman Ken Cope reported that prepara-service.

tions have been made to move the choir loft atst ob

no more than $200. Ken made the motion to move the

loft. Being that it came from a standing committ@esec-
ond was needed. The motion was carried.

It was recommended that funds be included in nexi

year’s budget for advertisement. It will be turredr to
the outreach committee.

The pastor will be on vacation this week and each day for the week, Monday throud

Herb Stevens will be covering for him if a needes.

Wightman United Methodist s«
Church has agreed to provide two work
ers per day for the Manna Houses fg

Friday, June 1- 5. Each volunteer would

There being no further business Pastor Turne need to report to the Manna House (located at $8 D

closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Bouknight, Secretary

Office on Wilson Rd. in Newberry) at 12:50 p.m. and
work from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. filling a desig
nated grocery order for each customer.

A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be posted on
the bulletin board by the nursery and a brief irgn
meeting will be held prior to June. For additiona
formation, please contact Beth James ag-
james@bellsouth.netr call 364-1015.




ALTAR MINISTRY
4 - Bebe Way
11 - Joe and Gail Looney
18 - Jackie Bowers
25 - Patti Brock

Oct.

ACOLYTES
4 - Ethan McCullough
11 - Taylor Murphy
18 - Emily Garner
25 - Blake Richardson

Oct.

CROSS BEARERS
Oct. 4 - Margaret Epting
11 - Melvin Dominick
18 - Bebe Way
25 - Dee Hamm

USHERS
Jack Hamm, Billy Parnell
Ken Cope, Shannon Caudill

GREETERS
Larry Spotts and Linda Spence
Alternates - Tommy and Debbie Murphy

TRUSTEE FOR OCTOBER
Trent Fowler

NURSERY MINISTRY
4 - Jennifer Abrams, Marie Earwood

Anita McCullough, Brittin Friar

11 - Christel Allred, Alice Douglas,
Kelli and Trent Fowler

18 - Michelle Vaughn, Jackie Birchfield,
Larry and Sharon Bryant

25 - Meagan Grimsley, Madison Graham,
Jaime Merchant, Bonnie Sheppard

Oct.

AUDIO-VIDEO TECHNICIANS
4 - Steven Douglas and Tim Ringer
11 - Jack and Blake Hamm
18 - Traci Bouknight and Cody Caldwell
25 - Arthur Guy and Darin Shealy

Oct.

Monthly Financial Summary

General Funds $52,378.83
Building-Bus Fund 13,750.89
Total 66,129.72
Loan Balance on Building/Bus $649,730.86¢
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Oct. 1- Kim Bowers
3 - Tori Caldwell, Johnny Ellison, Jon Roach,
John Weston Finley, Michelle Huggins,
Jesse O'Shields, Ashley Ringer, Jim Stewart
5 - Pam Koon
6 - Glenn Hamm, Johnny James
7 - Renita Bowers
8 - Crystal Cassada, Jason Merchant,
Bonnie Sheppard
9 - Anita McCullough
11 - Jessica Chapman, Dylan Fulmer, Jack Owens,
Melinda Moss, Kyle Cassada
12 - Tina Bowers, Brenda Koon, Lonnie Finley,
Tommy Murphy
13 - Ethan McCullough 14 - Gregg Turner
15 - Traci Bouknight, Ladison Hamm
16 - Marie Earwood, Linda Richardson
17 - Susan Chapman
20 - Susan Dickinson, Bennie Sue Hiller,
Megan Marshall, Aaron & Austin Rouse,
Faith Sorensen
21 - Scott Koon
24 - JoClair Taylor
25 - Paul Atkinson, Heather May
26 - Johnny Bedenbaugh 27 - Johnny Smith
28 - Mack Garner, Judy Livingston, Sarah Oster
29 - Jon Lawson Cope 30 - Alan Frye

Anniversaries:
Oct. 5 - Henry and Susie Barnett
5 - Bob and Patti Eckstein
6 - Cody and Neva Caldwell
7 - Bill and Renee Joiner
13 - Joe and Gail Looney
13 - Jason and Jaime Merchant
16 - Eddy and Linda Richardson
20 - Steven and Alice Douglas
22 - Mike and Bonnie Sheppard

22 - Adriane Garvin
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Upward Basketball is coming to Zion UMC. The
league is open to all children in grades 5K throagith
grade. Deadline for early registration is Novemiger
For more information, contact the church office364-
3797 or visit www.zionunitedmethodist.com.

Golf Tournament - Grace Lutheran Church is
sponsoring its 1st AnnudiGrowing in God's Gracé
Elaine & Curtis “Hump” Shealy golf tournament on
Monday, Nov. 2, at the Mid-Carolina Country Club
(captain’s choice). Supper to follow at Grace Mini
Center. To register as an individual ($50) or $mume
($200), call 364-3331 by October 20. For $50 rsplen-
sorships, please contact Julie Shealy (364-401A).
proceeds to benefit therowing in God’s Gracebuild-
ing/ministry fund.
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Church School

Perfect Attendance
Sunshine Class - Wesley Fowler
4-K - Olivia Abrams

Jon Lawson Cope
Ashlyn Kinard

®

Alex Winfree
Grades 2-3 - Elijah Abrams

Lauren Cope
Brandon Fowler
Trista Winfree

Grades 4-5 - Bailey Underwood
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BIRTHDAY PARTY
October 25
Traci Bouknight

Date

Oct. 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 25

Acolyte Offering
Ryan Stewart Will Garner
Ellie Turner Hailey Roach
Jillian Wise Kathren Hamby

Luke Merchant Anna Merchant

Music Adults Tiny Tots
Jacob Garner HeMurphy Rachel Knox

Preston Farmer anéy Hamilton Jarod Joiner
Preston Cook  nnifer Brigman

Reid Brigman




Daylight Savings Time ends

November 1 at 2:00 a.m. 71!
Don't forget to turn your 1
clocks back 1 hour before
retiring on Saturday, Oct. 31! ?62?
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Building Fund
In memory of John Stewart
By: Randy and Patti Suber
Eddie and June Sloop
Mark and Karen Bowers
Jimmy and Lynda Counts
Finley and Patsy Garvin
Henry and Susie Barnett
Leonard and Therry May
In memory of Hurley Hamm
By: Randy and Patti Suber
Eddie and June Sloop
Mark and Karen Bowers
Jimmy and Lynda Counts
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A spaghetti supper will be held on Saturday, Octo-

ber 10, to raise funds for our former pastor Eddiglor
to help with his medical expenses. Tickets areafd
may be purchased from the UMW & UMM. Tickets will
also be sold in the narthex following worship ornt.@c
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U.S. Postage
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Charge Conference
Sunday, November 8, 4:00 p.m.

Deadlines

Committee chairmen need to submit budget re-
quests to the church secretary by October 5 so that
she can prepare a tentative budget for the Finance
Committee meeting on October 7.

All Charge Conference reports are due by Mon-
day, October 12. Forms have been provided. Re-
ports are also needed from Age Level (all sub-
groups), Nurture, Outreach, UMMen and UMWomen
(no form provided for these reports).

Homecoming/Golden Age
Sunday
October 18, 2009
Preacher: Rev. George Strait
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A covered-dish meal will follow Sunday School.
Please bring plenty of food for our guests andfyoti
friends and family members who would be interested
in attending.




