Summer is here. So is good news and | am happlace it with you. Out of the
roughly 1,100 United Methodist churches in Southrofima, 32 will receive the
Bishop’s Five Star Award of Excellence at Annualn@rence. We are one of those
churches.

In case you're wondering what the Bishop’s Fivar&ward is, here are the crite-
ria that all five-star churches must meet (tak@emfthe South Carolina Annual Confer-
ence webpage):

Increase in Sunday School attendance and/or enhamoent of Christian Edu-
cation Ministry
To qualify for this star you must have an incre@ms8unday School attendance,
an increase in attendance at Christian Educatientsyor the addition of Chris-
tian Education programs, not necessarily on Suitelsgmple: programs includ-
ing Bible Studies, spiritual formation small grodpsall ages).

A “new work” that impacts growth
Examples of acceptable programs include new Su8daypol classes, preschool
groups, day care programs, Scouting projects, angisitation programs. Credit
will be given for programs that demonstrate effeatiess in church growth.

Members received by profession of faith or rededid#on (1% increase)
One new member received by profession of faithededication for every 100
members.

Emphasis on youth ministries

All apportionments paid in full for 2008, or a 25% increase in apportionment
payments compared to 2007

Lynda Counts, our lay delegate to Annual Confeeerend | will attend the
Bishop's Five Star breakfast at Annual Conferenwt r@ceive Wightman's award. It is
quite an honor. It also validates lots of hard kvon your part. There is no way we
would qualify for this award without all of our méers pulling and praying together,
living out Jesus’ mandate to make disciples.

Let's keep up the good work for the Kingdom of GoHopefully next year we
will again be considered a five-star church.

As | was writing this, | had a thought. What dars do? Of course: They shine.
They emit light in the dark expanse around thenhat® exactly what we have been
talking about all year. We have declared our thémme to Shine in 2009.” Obvi-
ously we have been living that out and others mmtized. Next question: How can we
shine brighter? What more might God be callingoudo?

God continues to bless our church. We have sdrtmicelebrate and be thankful
for. | am certainly grateful to be a part of sachright-shining, five-star church.

Grateful,
Pastor Michael

Welcome, New Member!

Wightman was @ ¢
very happy to receive § AR
Melinda Moss on May |k
17. Melinda transferred & 4
her membership from
Bethel Baptist Church
in Prosperity. Her ad-
! " | dressis 11 Mariner Way, Prosperity.




Building Fund
In honor of Jake Amick by the Francis Asbury Class.
In memory of Irby Longshore by Odell and Sherry
Fulmer, Patrick and Will.

UMKids
In honor of Missy Roach by Brandon and Wesley
Fowler.

The SOC Circle will meet Monday, June 8, at the
home of Johnette Kinard. The program will incluale
DVD by Chonda Pierce, well-known Christian come-
dian. If you will be attending, please sign theethin
the old fellowship hall.
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The UMMen will not meet in June or July. The
next meeting will be August 17.
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The Pastor/Staff-Parish
Relations Committee has bee
looking for a youth minister
since Dean Lollis was appointediis
to serve Lupo Memorial UMC in
Greenwood. At long last, we arg
very excited to announce that ws
have found a new youth minister g

His name is Joel Camp-*
bell. Joel comes to us from First Baptist Churchf o
Aiken. He is a student at Lutheran TheologicaltBen
Seminary and is very eager to get started hereigihtyV
man once he returns from a mission trip to Nicaaaigu
mid-June.

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Joel moved before
his teenage years to Greenville, SC. A graduatthef
University of South Carolina, Joel and his wife diésr
have been entrepreneurs since 2001 and own a sangla
kiosk at Columbiana Centre. Joel feels called takwo
with youth and their families and is pursuing a a®f

Three large pots and a number of tea pitchers are Arts Degree at Lutheran Theological Southern Serpina

missing from the kitchen in the Christian Life Gemt If
you know their whereabouts, please see that they ar
returned as soon as possible. Thanks for yout help

Congratulations to Justin and Crystal
Cassada on the birth of a daughter, Lillian
Brook Cassada. Lilly was born May 25
and weighed 8 Ib. 13 oz. Grandparents
are George and Tina Bowers.

Congratulations to Max and Kristin Defreese on
the birth of a son, Hudson Maxwell. Hudson wasbor
May 25 and weighed 5 Ib. 14 oz. Grandparents are
Jimmy and Lynda Counts.

The CARE Group has announced its summer
schedule:
- June 20 - Lake Party at Rosemary Bowers’ home
1:00 - Boat Ride
4:00 - Picnic (Bring a picnic item. Drinks and pa-
per products will be provided.)
- July 26 - Lunch after Sunday School (Bring a dish.)
- August 16 - Lunch at the M-C Country Club after
Sunday School

in Columbia. Joel and Jennifer have been married te
years and have two children, Jackson and Janceir Th
address is 374 Beaverdam Rd., Aiken, SC 29805.
We look forward to their becoming a part of the
Wightman UMC family.
--Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee
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At the behest of the Administrative Council, a Vi-
sion Team has been formed and has begun meeting. T
task of the Vision Team is to ensure that we castasu
and continue the growth that our church has beparéex
encing, despite our limitations in sanctuary anckipg
space. Already the Vision Team has determinedwieat
must start working toward the launching of a secend
ship service.

Over the course of the next few weeks and months,
this team will be visiting other growing churcheseet-
ing, planning, surveying the congregation and tbm-c
munity, and coming up with a plan for our new waosh
service. They covet the prayers of the entire cegeay
tion. They also welcome any suggestions and coscer
that anyone might have. The Vision Team membegs ar
Rosemary Bowers, Emily Cope, Ken Cope, Steven
Douglas, Finley Garvin, Jack Hamm, Pat JenningdeCe
Kempson, David Mitchell, Ellen Stephens, Gregg ®ayn
and Derek Underwood.
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The administrative council
Wightman UMC met May 24 wit
18 members and one guest pres
Chairman Rosemary Bowers p
sided and opened with prayer.

David Mitchell gave a repc
on the Vision Team. They met a
asked God’s help in leading them
on the decisions that will be made. With the nunidder

ment. The tournament took in $11,737.50. The &ctua
cost was $3,527.38 making our profit $8,210.12.eHol
sponsors donated $5,770.00 and $630.00 of prize
money was donated back to the tournament. Next
year’s date for the tournament is May 1. The commit
tee is thinking about making this a family churcyd
for members of the church.

Derek Underwood said that they have askedtabo
the AD grant for the defibrillator again and if wen’t

members that are attending we have need of an extriget an answer we will have to decide about purcdigasi
service. Also we need more parking spaces, so the one instead.

parking lot will have to be enlarged. They will nhee

Eddie Sloop reported that the P/ISPRC comenitte

with Rev. Flowers and some of the members from Cha- has hired a youth pastor. His name is Joel Campbell

pin UMC for information on handling a second seevic
Nelson Perry reported for the golf tournaméte

He is a seminary student and lives in Aiken. Hd wil
come in June. The salary for the youth minister is

expressed his appreciation for the 22 people who $12,000 a year.

helped with the tournament. He especially wanted to

thank Emily Cope for making it a well planned toarn

* %

%

Rev. Turner closed with prayer.
Submitted by: Marilyn Bouknight, secretary

ALTAR MINISTRY

June 7 - Melvin Dominick
14 - Joan Mills, Paula Stewart

21 - Bonnie Sheppard
28 - Helen and David Mitchell

ACOLYTES

7 - Jarod Joiner
14 - Ethan McCullough
21 - Victoria Wohnig
28 - Emily Garner

June

CROSS BEARERS
June 7 - Levi Joiner
14 - Dee Hamm
21 - Helen Mitchell
28 - Melvin Dominick

TRUSTEE
Dee Hamm

NURSERY MINISTRY
7 - Missy Roach, Ashley Ringer
14 - Anita McCullough, Mandy Waites
21 - Larry and Sharon Bryant
28 - Ron and Jennifer Abrams

USHERS
Ron Abrams
Larry Spotts
Tommy Murphy
Ron Charette

GREETERS
Nelson and Brenda Perry
Alternates - Wayne and Lana Bannister

AUDIO/VISUAL TECHNICIANS
June 7 - Steven Douglas and Tim Ringer
14 - Jack and Blake Hamm
21 - Traci Bouknight and Cody Caldwell
28 - Arthur Guy and Darin Shealy

June

%/ $

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generosity. The Mannaukto
Food Pantry would not have had a successful yehout
your help. 1,200 people were served in 2008.

The turkey stew you brought was a special treat
those who got it! Thanks souch!

Monthly Financial Summary
General Funds (total) $56,031.07
General Funds Available 16,053.49

(undesignated funds)

Building-Bus Fund 9,306.71
fo Total Funds 65,337.78
Loan Balance on Building-Bus $697,879.57

Sincerely, Ann Taylor for Manna Hous§

(ro- 1
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Wightman United Methodist
Vacation Bible School

June 14 - 19, 2009
5:20 PM - 8:30 PM
Dinner served nightly
T-Shirt $5

-

3 ]
@ everyw

xperience '#-Bu'scovérﬁo nere
For more information, please contact the
church office at 364-2340

Church School @
Perfect Attendance

(through May 24)

Nursery Drew Turner
Makayla Bryant

3-Year-Olds Wesley Fowler

4-Year-Olds Olivia Abrams

Ashlyn Kinard

Kindergarten Al Farmer
Isabella Perez

Grades 1-2 Elijah Abrams

Grade 3-4 Preston Farmer

Tiny Tots Church
Emily Cope
Blake Longshore
Jarod Joiner

ZI 1

Birthday Party

June 29
\v, \V{/ Kelli Fowler
Date Acolyte Offering Music Adults for Month
June 7 Noah Davenport Jillian Wise Ethan Mc@ugh Shannon Caudill
June 14 Trista Winfree Alex Winfree Tori Caldwell Holly Caudill
June 21 Brandon Fowler Al Farmer Carley Longshore Audra Guy
June 28 Lauren Cope Jon Lawson Cope Jacob Garner
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Weekly Televised Church Service
Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Comcast Cable Channel 2
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June 2 - Jarod Joiner .
4 - Charles Pardee

5- Kenny Sanders 6 - Sydney Owens

7 - Ann Bowers, Lalan Cook, Judy Ivey, June  1- James and Joan Mills
Stephanie Johnson 6 - Dick and Jennylee Foster
8 - Frank Harmon, Norman Oster, Clyde Ward 9 - Wayne and Lana Bannister
9 - Preston Cook, Danielle Oster, Norman and Bebe Way
Heather Turner, Brittani Wilson 10 - Rusty and Anna Farmer
10 - Madison Smith 12 - Ken Cope 12 - Danny and Mot Hamm
14 - Bryan Bowers 15 - Dewey and Marie Earwood
15 - Marilyn Bouknight, Steven Douglas, II\D/Iar'tm ar(‘deB”tt'T F“r?r I
Anna Merchant, Elyssa Parnell arin and Beverly Shealy

. . 17 - Charles and Bootsie Pardee
16 - Erin Harris 19 - Gregg and Kim Bowers
22 - Jack and Teresa Owens
25 - Wilbur and Frances Joiner
29 - Leonard and Therry May
30 - Johnny and Beth James

17 - Denise Johnson, Dan Murphy

18 - Lauren Cope, Glenn Rhodes

19 - Brandon Fowler 20 - Michelle Vaughn
21 - Jaime Merchant, Chandler Waites

22 - Hannah Caudill, B. J. Harris

23 - Mindy Armstrong, Karen Bowers
24 - Ted Graham, Bryant Jennings AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR MAY
26 - Summer Hamm, Vicki Hamm, Morning Worship - 249
Taylor Murphy, Jerry Rouse Church School - 177
27 - Rhett Brigman 30 - Melanie Howe




