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 Summer is here.  So is good news and I am happy to share it with you.  Out of 
the roughly 1,100 United Methodist churches in South Carolina, 31 will receive the 
Bishop’s Five Star Award of Excellence this year at Annual Conference.  For the 
second year in a row, we are one of those churches. 
 In case you’re wondering what the Bishop’s Five Star Award is, here are the 
criteria that all five-star churches must meet (taken from the South Carolina Annual 
Conference webpage): 

��� Increase in Sunday School attendance and/or enhancement of Christian  Edu-
cation Ministry  

To qualify for this star you must have an increase in Sunday School atten-
dance, an increase in attendance at Christian Education events, or the addition 
of Christian Education programs, not necessarily on Sunday (example: pro-
grams including Bible Studies, spiritual formation small groups for all ages). 

�� A “new work” that impacts growth  
Examples of acceptable programs include new Sunday School classes, pre-
school groups, day care programs, Scouting projects, and lay visitation pro-
grams. Credit will be given for programs that demonstrate effectiveness in 
church growth. 

�� Members received by profession of faith or rededication (1% increase)  
One new member received by profession of faith or rededication for every 
100 members. 

�� Emphasis on youth ministries  

�� All apportionments paid in full for 2009, or a 25% increase in apportionment 
payments compared to 2008 

 Jeff Waites, our lay delegate to Annual Conference, and I will attend the 
Bishop’s Five Star breakfast at Annual Conference and receive Wightman’s award.  
It is quite an honor.  It also validates lots of hard work on your part.  There is no 
way we would qualify for this award without all of our members pulling and praying 
together, living out Jesus’ mandate to make disciples.  It would also be impossible 
without the amazing grace of God blessing our church beyond measure, flinging our 
doors open wide, and bringing in people far and wide. 
 Let’s keep up the good work for the Kingdom of God!  Hopefully next year we 
will three-peat and again be considered a five-star church. 
  

Grateful to be Serving a Bright Shining, Five-Star Church, 
Pastor Michael 
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 On May 9, we welcomed into the membership of 
Wightman the Alan Scott family.  The Sacrament of Bap-
tism was administered to Cory, Ryan and Jacob.  Alan, 
Dori and James transferred their membership from River 
Springs Church in Irmo, Cory and Ryan joined on Profes-
sion of Faith, and Jacob was placed on Wightman’s bap-
tized roll.  We were also happy to receive Ernie and 
Jeanna Parks and Kelly Warren on Profession of Faith on 
May 9.  (Pictures of the Scott and Parks families were 
unavailable.  They will be included in next month’s Alert.) 
 On May 16, Mike and Lucy Anne Meetze trans-
ferred their membership from St. Philip’s Lutheran 
Church in Newberry. 
 Kyle, Charlene and Carlie Kneece and Bob and Ann 

Burch joined Wightman on May 
23.  The Kneeces transferred their 
membership from Epting UMC in 
Newberry and Bob and Ann came 
to us from Chapin Baptist Church. 
 We extend a warm welcome 
to each of these new members!   

Kelly Warren Mike & Lucy Anne 
Meetze 
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 Congratulations to Kim Perkins 
and Glenn Hamm II who were mar-
ried at The Citadel in Charleston on 
May 15. 
 Congratulations to Lauren 
Ressler and Brian McCants who were 
married in Edmonds, Washington, on 
May 29. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR MAY 
  9:00 Worship - 199 
  11:15 Worship - 174 
  Combined Worship -  373 
  Church School - 161  

Bob and Ann Burch 
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 Congratulations to Nick and Cayce 
Scofield on the birth of a daughter, Eva 
Ruth.  Evie was born April 30 and  
weighed 6 lb. 9 oz.  Grandparents are 
Jimmy and Lynda Counts and great-grandmother is 
Drucie Counts. 

 

Kyle, Charlene &  
Carlie Kneece 
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attending Mid-Carolina.  He plans to attend Spartanburg 
Methodist College.  
 Winston Kelley, son of Chris and Brenda Koon, 
graduated from J. Frank White Academy in Harrogate, 
Tennessee. 
 Krystal Sanders, daughter of Kenny and Nora Sand-
ers and Ron and Melissa Byrd, graduated from Mid-
Carolina High School, where she was a member of the 
Beta Club and the chorus.  She was also active in the 
Wightman R.I.O.T. team.  Krystal plans to attend Win-
throp University and MUSC to pursue a degree in phar-
macy. 

 Wightman celebrated the graduations 
of our members during the contemporary 
worship service on May 23.  They are 
listed below with additional information 
when provided: 
 Kayla Bowers, daughter of David and LaDonna 
Bowers, graduated from Mid-Carolina High School. 
 Samantha Cook, daughter of Lalan and Debra 
Cook, also graduated from Mid-Carolina High School. 
 Henry Lee Dominick, son of Steve and Ann 
Dominick graduated from The Citadel. 
 Samantha Durst, daughter of Bennett and Angie 
Garner, graduated from Mid-Carolina High School. 
 Trent Fowler received his MBA from the Moore 
School of Business at the University of South Carolina.  
 Alicia Hazel, daughter of Jimmy and Karon Hazel, 
graduated from Mid-Carolina High School where she 
was a member of the concert and marching bands.  She 
was also a member of Wightman’s youth group and the 
R.I.O.T. Team.  Alicia plans to attend Newberry Col-
lege and major in Early Childhood Education.  
 Brandon Hensley, son of Wayne and Selena Ki-
nard, received an advanced diploma from Mid-Carolina 
High School.  Brandon played soccer for 3 years while  
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 It Only Takes a Spark is the theme for the SC Laity 
Convocation to be held at Lake Junaluska July 9-11.  
Worship Leader is Bishop Woodie White from Candler 
School of Theology, Emory University.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.lakejunaluska.com. 



Wightman Friends, 
 Thank you for the peace lily 
plant we received when my father 
passed away.  We appreciated all 
your thoughts and prayers for us, 
also the many cards we received.  
During the last few years of his life, 

his mind had deteriorated due to Alzheimers, but now it 
has been fully restored. 

God bless you all, Ron and Jan Wood 

Dear WUMC Ministry, 
 I, Vivian Hair, would like to thank you for your ser-
vices that you provided for my son (James Hair) during 
his time of need.  He too would also like to thank all of 
the caring individuals who helped contribute to this pro-
ject.  What an outstanding job!  It turned out well.  My 
family would like to show appreciation not only through 
this letter, but through prayer.  It’s good to know that you 
can depend on fellow Christians to assist you when you 
call on them.  We really do appreciate and admire the 
great work this church does for God and God’s children. 

Sincerely, Mrs. Vivian Hair & James Hair, Jr. 

Wightman Church Family, 
 I just wanted to thank you for the graduation brunch 
and the gift.  It was very thoughtful and my family and I 
really do appreciate it.  Thank you again for all the 
thoughts and prayers as I start a new journey in my life. 

Sincerely, Krystal Sanders 
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Building Fund 
In honor of Patti Brock  
 By: The Francis Asbury Class 
  Anne Barnes and Jeanne Riggs 
  James and Joan Mills 
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ALTAR MINISTRY 
   June   6 - Melvin Dominick 
  13 - Johnny Smith 
  20 -  
  27 -  
No one has signed up for flowers on June 20 and 27.  If 
you would like to provide altar flowers on one of those 
dates, please notify the church office (364-2340). 

CROSS BEARERS 
       June  6 - Blake Longshore 
  13 - Marie Earwood 
  20 - Austin Guy 
  27 - Bebe Way 

 ACOLYTES 
     June 6 - Carlee Longshore 
  13 - Victoria Wohnig 
  20 - Andrew Guy 
   27 - Ethan McCullough 

USHERS 
Sam Gause, Eddie Graham, 

Frank Harmon, Eddie Killian 

GREETERS 
Wayne and Lana Bannister 

Alternates - Nelson and Brenda Perry 

TRUSTEE 
Linda Spence 

NURSERY MINISTRY 
            June   6 - Mandy and Jeff Waites, 
  Anna Farmer, Adriane Garvin 
 13 -  Therry, Heather & Leonard May 
   20 - Donna & Elyssa Parnell, 
   Melody Bartley, Ellen Stephens 
  27 -  Jennifer Abrams, Susan Shealy, 
   Candice and Blake Sheppard 

CHILDREN’S SERMONS 
    June 6 - Jack Owens 
  13 - Melody Bartley 
  20 - Rachel Knox 
   27 - Vicki Hamm 

LAY READERS 
    June 6 - David Mitchell 
  13 - Jennylee Foster 
  20 - Hubert Kinard 
   27 - Jeff Waites 
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GREETERS 
Bryant and Pat Jennings, 

Julia Easterlin, Dee Hamm 
Alternates:  Johnny and Beth James 

USHERS 
Voigt Kempson, Hubert Kinard, 

Chris Koon, Kirksey Koon 

COFFEE/JUICE 
Leonard and Therry May 
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June  1 - Kimberly Hendrix  2 - Jarod Joiner 
 3 - Matt Holmes 4 - Charles Pardee 
 5 - Kenny Sanders 6 - Sydney Owens 
 7 - Ann Bowers, Lalan Cook, Judy Ivey, 
  Stephanie Johnson      
 8 -  Frank Harmon, Norman Oster, Clyde Ward         
 9 -  Preston Cook, Sarah Oster,  
  Heather Turner, Brittani Wilson 
 10 - Madison Graham      12 - Ken Cope              
 14 -  Bryan Bowers, June Farr, David Meetze 
 15 - Marilyn Bouknight, Steven Douglas, 
  Anna Merchant, Elyssa Parnell 
 16 - Tom Gooding, Erin Harris 
 17 - Denise Johnson, Dan Murphy 
 18 - Lauren Cope, Glenn Rhodes           
 19 -  Brandon Fowler       20 - Michelle Vaughn 
 21 -  Gary Heinley, Jaime Merchant, Chandler Waites 
 22 - Hannah Caudill, B. J. Harris 
 23 - Mindy Armstrong, Karen Bowers 
 24 - Ted Graham, Bryant Jennings, James Scott 
 26 - Summer Hamm, Vicki Hamm, 
  Taylor Murphy, Jerry Rouse 
 27 - Rhett Brigman       30 - Melanie Howe 
 
 
 
 
June 1 - James and Joan Mills 
 6 - Dick and Jennylee Foster 
 9 - Wayne and Lana Bannister 
  Norman and Bebe Way 
 10 - Rusty and Anna Farmer 
  12 - Danny and Mot Hamm 
 15 - Dewey and Marie Earwood 
  Martin and Brittin Friar 
  Darin and Beverly Shealy 
 17 - Charles and Bootsie Pardee 
 22 - Jack and Teresa Owens 
 23 - Tom and Susan Saunders 
 25 - Wilbur and Frances Joiner 
 27 -  Mike and Lucy Anne Meetze 
 29 - Leonard and Therry May  
  Alan and Dori Scott 
 30 - Johnny and Beth James 
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     The administrative council of Wightman UMC met 
May 2 with 21 members present.  
      Lynda Counts presented the 1st quarter financial 
report. 
     June Sloop, nurture chairman, reported that the 
graduation breakfast for the seniors will be May 23, 
2010, between the traditional and the contemporary 
services.  
     Chris Koon, chairman of trustees, requested opinion 
of council on whether to continue with the parking lot 
expansion. Finley Garvin moved to put the parking lot 
on hold until we have paid down the building debt. Mo-
tion seconded and carried. 
     Under new business Chris proposed that a closet be 
built in the CLC to house the sound equipment. The 
room will be built by volunteers and cost approxi-
mately $900.00. A motion to do so was carried.  Chris 
also informed council that some panic bars on the doors 
in the old building, one by the office in the educational 
building and two in the narthex, are needed.  Ace Glass 
put in the bid for $1459. Bryant Jennings moved to in-
stall the doors, seconded by Finley Garvin and carried 
by the council. The funds will come out of the mainte-
nance and improvement fund. 
      Greg Turner presented a program from the finance 
committee about having a capital campaign to pay off 
our remaining building debt in three years before we 
have to refinance the loan. Currently we are paying 
$100 a day in interest.  This campaign will be money 
over and above what we are currently giving. Motion 
from finance committee gave permission to this com-
mittee to pursue the final details and present them to 
the council at the next meeting in June.  Seconded by 
Tyler Turner and carried by the council. 
     Pastor turner reported for the Stephen Ministry that 
they have 13 trained ministers (4 of the 13 are inac-
tive), 7 care receivers,  and 4 new trainees are in class. 
Missy Roach will go to Florida for leader school in 
June. There are 15 grieving people receiving books at 
this time. 
     Pastor Turner also reported that the bishop has re-
quested that $1.00 per member be taken to annual con-
ference to help fund the Central Conference Pension 
Plan. Finley Garvin moved to send $1.00 per person to 
conference, seconded by Jim Mills and carried by 
council. This fund helps pastors/missionaries who are 
retiring and have no retirement funds available. 
     Pastor Turner reported that we have been having 2 
services for 6 months now. We have so many new 
members that he is working on ways to get everyone 
better acquainted with each other. 

     There being no further business the meeting was 
closed with prayer by the pastor. 
                                                    Respectfully submitted, 
                                             Marilyn Bouknight, secretary 



Monthly Financial Summary 
General Funds (total) $62,168.50 
General Funds Available 23,889.39 
       (undesignated funds) 
Building-Bus Fund 5,530.25 
Total Funds 67,698.75 

Loan Balance on Building-Bus $595,050.70 
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The series “Ghost” this 
month was really powerful.  It 
was all about God’s presence 
in our lives, his power, and 
how he can transform our 
lives.  I’ve really gained a lot 

from each series that we’ve done so far.  There have 
been points that have been refreshed in my memory, but 
also those that I had never considered until that point.  

The first Sunday we talked about God’s presence in 
our lives and whether we are sometimes afraid of the 
Holy Spirit to fully take control over every part of us.  
Should the Holy Spirit really be scary, though?  Of 
course not…God’s spirit comforts us, counsels us, 
guides us, convicts us, and above all, will never leave 
us.  God’s presence is first shown in the very first verse 
of Genesis in the Bible: “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.”  God also created each and 
every one of us in His image.  What could be scary 
about the God who created the very foundation for the 
world we live in today? 

Next, we talked about God’s power.  This particular 
sermon really spoke to me because lately I have been 
going through some problems.  It seemed that I’d hit a 
rough patch that I couldn’t quite get out of.  After this 
sermon I realized that the reason I continued to sit in this 
problem area, is because I hadn’t gained the confidence 
to give God the control over these situations.  We talked 
about God’s power being like dynamite—it’s powerful, 
dangerous, and overwhelming…but with this power, 
there is nothing that we cannot do!  I decided to give my 
situations over to God…not just part of it, but every-
thing.  It seemed that, slowly, things started to get bet-
ter—I had God on my side and I couldn’t lose. 

The third Sunday, we talked about having a spirit-
filled life.  This is probably something all of us need to 
work on in one way or another.  The bible verse was 
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from Galatians 5:8-18.  In this Bible passage, it explains 
how every one of us is lost in darkness without God’s 
light to show us new insight.  It goes on to say that we 
should all rebuke the acts of the world and of evil, and 
instead do what is pleasing in the eyes of the Lord. We 
should not live as fools, but instead, live like those who 
are wise.  Finally, we should not be drunk with wine, for 
it will ruin our life.  Paul says, “Don’t be under the in-
fluence of alcohol.  Instead, live a Spirit-filled life.  Be 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit.”  While under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, you will act differently, 
think differently, and even talk differently.  Our pastor 
went on to say that there are many reasons that people 
may drink alcohol, but a lot of similar reasons involve 
that it gives them confidence or comfort.  He did not say 
that having a drink was wrong, but it is wrong however 
to drink to get drunk.  Although I don’t drink, I’m sure 
that there are some things that I or others use for com-
fort.  Instead of these things, why do we not turn to the 
Holy Spirit for that comfort? 

To wrap up the series, we talked about God as the 
transformer of lives.  In Acts 9:1-18, is the story of Saul 
and how God transformed his life.  Saul was trans-
formed from someone who hated Christians, to one of 
the most powerful missionaries. After Saul’s 
“transformation,” he decided that he could no longer use 
his actual name, and therefore changed it to Paul.  Al-
though God loves us the way we are, he loves us too 
much to leave us that way. 

In Romans 7:15-24, Paul writes that he has all of 
these good intentions, but cannot get past his sinful na-
ture.  I believe every one of us is like this because we 
were all created with a sinful nature.  Without God’s 
presence, power, and spirit, we cannot be transformed 
into his design. 

- Elyssa Parnell 
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Church School 

Perfect Attendance 
Sunshine Class Kyle Cassada 

4-Kindergarten Kimberly Cassada 

Grade 1 Olivia Abrams 

Grades 2-3 Elijah Abrams 

Grade 4-5 Julia Roach 
 Alex Fields  

����	!	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Date Acolyte Usher/Offering Adults for Month  
June     6 Anna Merchant Luke Merchant Rosemary Bowers 
June   13 Madison Koon Rhett Brigman Rachel Knox 
June   20 Ashlyn Kinard Chloe Kirkland   
June   27 Olivia Abrams Elijah Abrams     

Birthday Party  
June 27 

Kelli Fowler 
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V  a  c  a  t  i  o  n      B  i  b  l  e      S  c  h  o  o  l 
6:00-8:30 p.m. 
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