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1 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inte-
rior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disci-
ples. 2 He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?" They replied, "No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit."   —Acts 19:1-2 
 

Not long ago, one of our Sunday school teachers at Wightman 
shared with me that her class was beginning a study on the Holy 
Spirit.  Searching for resources with which to equip her, I thought, 
“There are a lot of misconceptions about the Holy Spirit.”  Most of us are not as unin-
formed as the Christians in Ephesus who had not heard that there was a Holy Spirit, but 
at the same time many of us don’t know much about the Spirit. 

As United Methodists, we are thoroughly Trinitarian—that is, we believe that God is 
Trinity:  Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.    According to the Early Church Fathers, God has 

one substance but three persons.  God exists as a rela-
tionship—a loving, self-contained community.  Think 
about this too hard and smoke will come out of your 
ears.  That is because the concept of the Trinity is ulti-
mately beyond our comprehension. 
 But, though we are thoroughly Trinitarian, one 
person of the Trinity seems to be neglected in the way 
we talk and think.  One theologian called the Holy 
Spirit “the divine step-child.”  But, the neglect is not on 
God’s part.  It is on ours. 
 A telling question to ask yourself might be: When 
you pray, how do you address God most often?  Fa-
ther?  Creator?  Lord?  Jesus?  What about Spirit? 

 If you are anything like me, the honest answer is 
that you most often pray to God as Father or Son, not as Holy Spirit.  That makes sense.  
Father and Son are more concrete.  We can picture Jesus.  We can conceive of a Heav-
enly Father.  Spirit is something different altogether.  The Spirit is much more ethereal, 
vaporous, harder to define. 

During the  month of May,  leading  up to  Pentecost Sunday,  when we  celebrate the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Graduate Recognition  
Sunday 

May 23, 2010 
 Worship      9:00 & 11:15 a.m. 

If you are aware of members who are 
graduating from high school, tech 
school, college, or who are receiving 
other degrees, please inform the church 
office (364-2340).  Senior brunch will be 
served at 10:15 a.m. 
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Epworth Offering 
   Wightman will receive 
their annual Epworth 
Mother’s Day Offering on 
May 9.     Please give gener- 

rously knowing what a difference it can 
make in the lives of the children who call 
Epworth home.  
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Mid-Carolina 
Baccalaureate Service 
June 2, 2010 - 7:00 p.m. 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
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 Six months ago, Wightman UMC embarked on a new “first.”  Never before have we had more than one regular 
Sunday morning worship service.  However, because of crowding in our sanctuary, a premium on parking space, and a 
desire to reach more people with the Good News, our Vision Team presented a plan to move to two Sunday morning 
worship services—the current one remaining the same in terms of worship style, the second to be more contemporary. 

There were apprehensions at first.  Will this work?  How will it affect our church family?  Will it split the church?  
All of these were valid questions to which we had no concrete answers.  Nevertheless, we stepped out on faith following 
our mission, a derivation of Jesus’ Great Commission: To Form Faithful Followers of Jesus by Bringing, Growing and 
Serving. 

The results?  Better than anyone imagined.  The new service has alleviated crowding in our first service, allowing it 
to grow again, while at the same time providing a new worship experience for those in our community who were looking 
for another worship style.  It has been wonderful to see so many new people connecting with God and our congregation. 

In the fall, we will be working diligently on opportunities for people from both services to come together for fellow-
ship.  We will also be working to help our newer members and worshipers into Sunday school and other spiritual growth 
opportunities. 

Below you will see a graph showing the impact of our new worship service on our overall attendance.  Please pray 
that we will continue to remain in God’s will and help people in our community connect with God and Wightman UMC! 
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The Ghost (Continued from Page 1) 

 
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the first disciples, we will be exploring what the Bible teaches about the Holy Spirit.  
Actually, I hope that we will do more than explore.  I hope we will experience the Holy Spirit as Comforter, Counselor, 
Guide, and Power. 

May the month of May be a time of learning and growth for us all.  Please pray for this sermon series, AND invite 
your friends! 
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  May  1 - Al Farmer, Jared Parnell, Mason Wise 
 2 - Brenda Perry           
 3 -  Ron Wood 
 4 - Eddie Killian, Jesse Oates,  
  Nora Sanders  
 5 - Melody Bartley, Amber Hughes, 
  Johnette Kinard, Susan Shealy 
 6 - Pam Martin, Debra Weatherly 
 7 - Mike Sheppard 
 9 - Kandy Hess, Sandy Shuler 
 10 - Rachel Fulmer, Audra Guy 
 11 - Neva Caldwell, Ben O’Shields 
 12 - Darrell Beckham  
 13 -  Jane Broughton 
 14 - Ron Charette, Hailey Roach 
 16 - Matt Altman  
 17 - Jackson Owens, Linda Spence 
 18 - Cindy Bartley, Brock Bryant, Karon Hazel 
 19 -  Sara Harris 
 20 - Henry Lee Dominick, Carol Smith 
 21 - Ashlyn Sease 
 22 - Shirley Boozer, Peggy Cook 
 27 -  Emily Caudill, James Mills            
 29 - Debbie Murphy, Margie Nolker   
  Drew Turner    
 30 - Tiara Bradburn 
 31 - Levi Joiner, Ashley Moore   

Anniversaries 

May    2 - Tommy and Jackie Bowers 
 12 - Steve and Ann Dominick 
         14 - Eddie and Mollie Graham  
         16 - Bennett and Angie Garner 
         20 - Mike and Tina Perez 
         23 - Ken and Emily Cope 
         25 - Bryant and Pat Jennings 
         27 - Tom and Bonnie Gooding 

  28 - David and Helen Mitchell 
  30 - Nick and Cayce Scofield 
  31 - Ron and Jan Wood 
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Monthly Financial Summary 
General Funds (total) $  56,157.73 

General Funds Available 17,858.32 
       (undesignated funds) 

Building-Bus Fund 9,435.25 

Total Funds $  65,592.98 

Loan Balance on Building-Bus $605,828.38 

Dearest Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful 
plant you gave me when my Dad passed 
away.  So many in our congregation 
were loving, caring and showed the 
sweetness that made us decide to join Wightman a cou-
ple of years ago.   
 I wish you all could have known my Dad.  He was 
the model example of a Christian man!  He taught us 
that without our God in our lives—well—there is no 
life!  In his final years, he let me know he was excited 
to meet the Ultimate Father.  I’m sure he’s happy and at 
peace. 
 Thank you for all your wonderful hugs and prayers.  
May our Father bless you all. 

Lovingly, Scarlett Atkinson 
 

 Many thanks to all those who participated in the 
yard clean-up for Mr. Masters on C.R. Koon Highway 
on April 9 and 10.  Thank you for giving of your time 
and energy.  A special thanks to Eddie Sloop for coor-
dinating this project. 

Jackie Bowers 
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AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR APRIL 
  9:00 Worship - 223 
  11:15 Worship - 191 
  Combined Worship -  414 
  Church School - 172  

 We can all agree that our nation and world stand 
in need of prayer.  Scripture tells us that it is our duty 
as Christians to pray for our leaders and elected offi-
cials, as well as hurting people across our land. You are 
invited to gather in the Newberry town square on May 
6 for a time of intercession for our nation.  To accom-
modate as many people and schedules as possible, there 
will be two events: one at noon and a second at 7:00 in 
the evening.  Please attend whichever one is more con-
venient for you, but come, and offer prayer for our na-
tion. 
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ALTAR MINISTRY 
   May   2 - Rodney and Margaret Epting 
    9 - Traci and Marilyn Bouknight 
  16 - Mollie Graham 
  23 - Penny Hamm 
  30 - Jeff and Mandy Waites 

CROSS BEARERS 
       May  2 - Margaret Epting 
   9 - Helen Mitchell 
  16 - Victoria Wohnig 
  23 - Anna Farmer 
  30 - Bebe Way 

 ACOLYTES 
     May 2 - Jacob Garner 
  9 - Alex Fields 
  16 - Taylor Murphy 
  23 - Preston Farmer 
   30 - Alex Fields 

USHERS 
Lonnie Finley, Finley Garvin, 

Trent Fowler, Ted Graham 

GREETERS 
Tookie and Joyce Oates 

Alternates - Johnny and Beth James 

TRUSTEE 
Jason Merchant 

NURSERY MINISTRY 
            May   2 - Anita McCullough, Sally Farmer, 
  Patty Eckstein, Betty Walker 
         9 - Kelly Winfree, Beverly Shealy, 
  Dee Hamm, Holly Caudill 
 16 -  Heather Turner, Missy Roach, 
  Amanda Finley 
   23 - Meagan Grimsley, Peggy Shuler, 
   Madison Graham, Bonnie Sheppard 
  30 -  Jennie O’Shields, Renita Bowers, 
   Crystal Cassada, Hailey Bowers 

LAY READERS 
    May 2 - Helen Mitchell 
  9 - Debbie Murphy 
  16 - Lonnie Finley 
  23 - Dee Hamm 
   30 - Mindy Armstrong 
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GREETERS 
Voigt and Ceile Kempson, 

Blake Richardson, Victoria Wohnig 
Alternates:  Eddie and June Sloop 

USHERS 
Harold Broughton, Dewey Earwood, 

Jack Hamm, Johnny James 

COFFEE/JUICE 
Jeff and Mandy Waites 
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Building Fund 
In memory of Frances Spotts 
 By: Mrs. J. William Boozer 
  Larry and Emily Lake 
  Randy and Patti Suber 
  Richard and Ann Bowers 
  David and Marilyn Sease 
  Phil Rowe 
  Phillip and Kathy Spotts 
  McSwain-Evans Funeral Home 
  Henry B. Summer and Staff 
  Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Oates 
  Dewayne and Nancy Blackburn 
  Glenn and Belinda Rhodes 
In memory of Betty Turner (Pastor Michael’s aunt) by 
Johnny and Beth James. 
In memory of W. C. Stanley (Scarlett Atkinson’s fa-
ther) by Harrell and Associates, P.A. 
In memory of Linda Smith by Pauline and Wayne 
Harmon. 
In honor of David and Frances Bedenbaugh on the oc-
casion of their marriage by Rosemary Bowers. 
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 There will be a joint meeting of the 
UMW on Tuesday, May 4, at 7:00 p.m.  
Debbie Murphy will lead the Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial program and hostesses are 
Karen Bowers and Heather Turner. 
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        Wightman celebrated the baptisms of  Rachel and 
Kyle Fulmer, Jr., and Heather Nobles on April 25.  Ra-
chel, Heather and Kyle Fulmer, Sr., were received into 
membership on profession of faith and Kyle, Jr., has been 
placed on the baptized roll.  Also received on profession 
of faith on April 25 were Tom and Susan Saunders and 
Lorri Saunders. 
 Also on April 25, the following persons transferred 
their membership from other congregations to Wight-
man:  Michelle Moseley from Aveleigh Presbyterian 
Church and Jimmy, Karon and Alicia Hazel from Leba-
non UMC in Newberry. 
 We extend a warm welcome to each of these who 
have chosen to make Wightman their new church home. 
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Kyle, Rachel, Heather 
 & Kyle, Jr. 

Alicia, Karon & Jimmy 

Lorri Michelle Susan & Tom 
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 Congratulations to Danielle Kinard and 
Zachary Bannister who were married on 
April 24 at Wightman.  The Bannisters will 
make their home at 16 Pig Trail Lane, 
Pomaria, SC 29126. 
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 Some of you have been asking about Deanna 
Meade’s new address at St. Jude in Memphis.  It is be-
low.  Deanna really enjoys getting mail, so I think it 
would be great to fill up her mailbox everyday. 
 

Target House #203 
Deanna Meade 
1811 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, TN  38104 

  
 This is from Dee and Meagan: “Deanna can get mail 
(and LOVES getting mail), but please no dolls, stuffed 
animals, blankets, etc.;  nothing that produces dust and 
hold bacteria.” 
 As Deanna goes through this very difficult treatment 
road, I hope and pray that she will feel the peace of God 
and the support of  her church family. 

Pastor Michael 

 On Tuesday, May 4, our seniors 
(those over 55) will be the guests of 
Mid-Carolina High School for an eve-
ning of fine dining and entertainment.  
The bus will leave the church parking 
lot promptly at 5:15 p.m. 
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Date          Acolyte                 Usher/Offering  Adults for Month  
May     2 Alex Winfree Trista Winfree Susan Shealy 
May     9 Logan Friar Jackson Campbell  Laura Beth Shealy 
May   16 Jon Lawson Cope Lauren Cope    
May   23 Jillian Wise Kimberly Cassada 
May   30 Jackson Owens Sydney Owens 

Birthday Party  
May 30 

Teresa Owens 
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Children’s Sermons 
 May  2 - Dee Hamm 
 9 - Debbie Murphy 
 16 - Dewey Earwood 
 23 - Marilyn Bouknight 
 30 - Michael Turner 

Church School Perfect Attendance 
Sunshine Class Kyle Cassada 
Age 4-K Kimberly Cassada 
Grade 1 Al Farmer 
 Hayes Waites 
 Ashlyn Kinard 
Grade 4-5 Ethan McCullough 
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