Keeping the Main Thing The Main Thing

Christ our Lord is Risen! God has raised Jesus from the dead, and now that same
resurrection power has been unleashed on our world. We see evidence of resurrection all
around us, if we pay attention. Any time a Christian marriage is brought back from the
brink, or a person is delivered from an addiction, or someone is healed of an infirmity
against all odds, it is evidence of Easter on the loose.

More evidence of Easter is found every time someone comes to faith in Jesus Christ
our Lord. In that person’s surrender, a new creation is begun by God. In fact, the Apos-
tle Paul wrote, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us
to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians
5:17-18)

That ministry of reconciliation is our purpose as the Church. We exist because Je-
sus called us to follow him. Once he ascended to the Father, he left us with the mission
of continuing his work, of making more and more and more disciples. Our job descrip-
tion is bringing people into relationship with him.

I was reminded of this while reading the latest edition of the South Carolina United
Methodist Advocate. In an excellent article on our mission as church, The Reverend Cec
Jenkins, pastor of Midland Park UMC in Charleston, explores the attitudes and discipline
it takes to stay focused on Jesus’ Great Commission. At one point he quotes church con-
sultant Bill Easum, “The Basic Law of Congregational Life is this: Churches grow when
they intentionally reach out to people instead of concentrating on their institutional
needs; churches die when they concentrate on their own needs.”

The Reverend Jenkins goes on to include in his article Bill Easum’s “marks of a
spiritually dead vs. Resurrected church, which | have adapted and put into a chart form.

The Spiritually Dead Church The Resurrected Church

Has lost its sense of mission to those Turns outward in its focus
who have not heard about Jesus Christ

Exists primarily to provide fellowship Membership in the Kingdom will replace
for the “members of the club.” membership in the church and the members
will assume responsibilities instead of wait-
ing on privileges

Expect their pastors to focus primarily | Pastors will cease being chaplains of pas-
on ministering to the members’ per- toral care and become modern-day apostles
sonal “needs” of Jesus Christ bringing in the unchurched

Designs ministry to meet the needs of Designs ministry to meet the needs of those
its members in the community who do not know Jesus

Has no idea about the needs of those Seeks to know those outside the church
outside the church

Is focused more on the past than the Honors the past, but works for the future
future

Members watch the bottom line of the Members concentrate on bringing people
financial statements more than the num- | into relationship with Christ instead of the
ber of professions of faith budget numbers

(Continued on Page 2)
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I am so thankful to be able to serve a “resurrected” church. Watching the people of Wightman UMC live out our
mission of “forming faithful followers of Jesus,” and enacting that by Bringing, Growing, and Serving, is inspiring to
me. | love the ways you love our Lord and want other people to know his love as well.

It is because we are a “resurrected” church that God has blessed us with growth. Almost every weekend this year,
we have been blessed to receive new members, many of whom have made first-time professions of faith or have reaf-
firmed their faith, coming back to a faith community after a long period of inactivity. That testifies to your faithfulness
as a community, your commitment to sharing Jesus with the world.

Even still, there are thousands of unchurched people within a fifteen mile radius of Wightman UMC. They are peo-
ple for whom Christ died. Our mission field is ripe. Please join me in praying for them. Let’s continue to keep the main
thing the main thing and pray that God uses us to reach them with his love, remembering “it’s not about us (those who
are already Christians); it’s about them (unchurched). It’s not about me; it’s about Him (Jesus).”

Trying to Live Resurrection,
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Wightman was very happy to receive Christina
Kirby, Matt Holmes, Andy & Diane Amicucci and
Carla Fisher into membership on March 14. Christina
and Andy joined by Reaffirmation of Faith, Matt came
to us from First Baptist Church in Johnston, Diane
transferred from Drew UMC in Carmel, NY, and Carla
transferred from Otterbein-Phillip’s Chapel United
Methodist Charge in Elkins, WV. We warmly welcome
each of these into our church family.
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Golden Oldies - Wightman senior citizens are
invited to an evening of free fine dining and amusing
entertainment at Mid-Carolina High School on Tues-
day, May 4, at 6:00 p.m. RSVP by April 26
(ahallman@newberry.k12.sc.us).

Emmaus Luncheon- The Emmaus Luncheon
will not be held in April since the meeting day is Easter.

Pizza with the Pastor- Anyone interested in
learning more about Wightman and possibly becoming
a member is invited to Pizza with the Pastor on April
18 at 12:30 p.m. in the Christian Life Center. You will
learn about Wightman’s purpose, ministries, and find
out about spiritual growth opportunities for you and
your family. We look forward to seeing you there.

Relay for Life will be held at the Newberry High
School football stadium on Friday April 30-Saturday,
May 1, beginning at 7:00 p.m. The Luminary Service
will be held at 9:00 p.m. Wightman’s team will sell
Taco Soup and have inflatable rides at the event.

On Saturday, April 24, Wightman’s team will
sponsor Crafts at the Track (arts and crafts show at the
walking track) along with a hamburger and hot dog sale
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.

We also ask for your support in other ways. We
also need donations of:

» Servers for the soup on Relay night

* Ticket takers for the inflatable rides

* Donations of 2 liter drinks

» Styrofoam bowls and plastic spoons

* Drinking cups

* Supplies for Taco soup

* Cooks

Please contact Anita McCulllough (924-0839) if
you would be available to help.

Congratulations to Frances Hamm and
David Bedenbaugh who were married at
| Wightman on March 20, 2010.

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR MARCH

9:00 Worship - 215
11:15 Worship - 173
Combined Worship - 388
Church School - 187
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Building Fund In memory of Frances Spotts (cont.)
In memory of Frances Spotts By: Martha S. Bowers
By: David and Deena Bowers Nancy Vaughn

Rev. James and Mary Williams
Wilbur and Frances Joiner
Drucie S. Counts

Larry and Emily Graham
Pete and Sandra McLain
Bill and Renee Joiner

Eddie and Mollie Graham
Lynn and Martha Waller
Sue Hiller

Frances R. Counts
Rosemary Bowers

Voris W. Bowers

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Foster
Jonathan and Lola Lowe
Ted and Madison Graham
James and Joan Mills
Harold and Jane Broughton
Johnny and Beth James
Henry L. Black

Martyn and Verna Cavanaugh
Jerald Drafts

Carle and Joe Henderson
Bill and Faye Clamp

Paulette Gay and Leonard Halfacre

Eva W. Clamp

Ben and Eleanor Spotts, Ruby Spotts, &

Susan Hanson
Mac and Sadie Chappell
Charles and Jean Simmons

Glenn L. Hamm, Ladison & Paula Hamm,
Adrienne Hamm, Glenn Hamm II, and

Kim Perkins
Donna Franklin
Jack and Vicki Hamm
Robert and Sharon Newman
Bill and Jackie Hendrix
Glenn and Joy Fellers
Finley and Patsy Garvin
Jimmy and Lynda Counts
Charles and Debra Weatherly
Neva Risavich
Susie Barnett
Andy and Diane Amicucci
Carold and Judy Wicker
The Girls W.W.W.
Eddie and June Sloop
Anne Barnes and Jeanne Riggs
Leonard and Therry May

Mark and Karen Bowers
A. I. and Wylene Smith
Judy Livingston
Francis Asbury Class
In memory of Dayton Joiner
By: Patti Brock
Pete and Sandra McLain
In memory of W. C. Stanley (Scarlett Atkinson’s fa-
ther)
By: Johnny and Beth James
Dorothy Broom
Winnett Buice
Betty and B.E. David Il
Jack and Vicki Hamm
Eddie and June Sloop
In memory of Janet Young
By: Kirk and Shirley Atwood
In memory of Henry Barnett
By: McSwain-Evans Funeral Home
In honor of Frances Hamm and David Bedenbaugh on
the occasion of their marriage by Rodney and Margaret
Epting.

W.A.R.M.
In honor of Eddie Sloop by Eddie and Myrna Killian.
In honor of Missy Roach by the Hamm and Be-
denbaugh families.
In honor of Tina Perez by the Hamm and Bedenbaugh
families.

United Methodist Women
Country Fried Steak Supper

April 17, 2010
= 5:00-7:00 p.m.

/ $7.00
Eat In or Take Out
Please see any member of the United
Methodist Women to purchase tickets.
Members, please tJrn+in+your ticket count and

money to the church officeqr give it to Marilyn
Bouknight) by WednesdayApril 14.
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April  1- Jentry Wicker
2 - April Hughes, Hubert Kinard
4 - Joyce Oates, Jeff Waites
5- Brian McCants
6 - Winston Kelly
7 - Jackie Birchfield, Carlee Longshore,
Victoria Wohnig
8 - Martin Friar
11 - Kirksey Koon
12 - Jeannie Hughes, Tiffany Lopez,
Deana Moore
13 - Hayes Waites, Jillian Wise
14 - Dick Foster, Leonard May
16 - Wilbur Joiner, Heyward Ringer,
Reese Sheppard
17 - Ryan Price
18 - Hailey Bowers, Justin Cassada,
Nathan Graham, Mark Kirkland
19 - Jimmy Cook
20 - Russell Moore
22 - Stephen Conner
24 - Mac Bartley, Jennifer Brigman
Trista Winfree
25 - Cody Caldwell
26 - Jake Amick, Ellen Stephens,
Melissa Vadney
28 - Richard Bowers, Teresa Howard,
Amy Kirkland, Raymond Ruff
29 - Bryan Smith, Derek Underwood

( +,-

We would like to take this opportunity to thank
our church family for their thoughtfulness. We appreci-
ated all the prayers, food, cards, memorials, flowers,
altar rose and visits during the illnesses and passing of
our mother Frances Spotts. Wightman has shown our
family tremendous support during these sad times.

Yours in Christ,
Larry, Linda, Frances Ann and Jack

I would like to sincerely thank all of the women of
Wightman who participated in Women’s Sunday! It
was very nice to have the women of the church leading
the service. | would also like to especially thank Adri-
enne Hamm who was so gracious to accept our invita-
tion to be our featured speaker. We truly need to be
BOLD in all we do for God. Thanks again to each of
you! In Christian love, Johnette Kinard

Anniversaries:

April  1- Jeff and Mandy Waites
8- Jack and Vicki Hamm
13 - Eddie and Myrna Killian
13 - Michael and Anita McCullough
16 - Alan and Lori Longshore
16 - Wayne and Bennie Sue Hiller
17 - Kevin and Johnette Kinard
20 - Bill and Debbie Beddingfield
21 - Herb and Ellen Stephens
22 - Ladison and Paula Hamm
24 - Mark and Karen Bowers
25 - Finley and Patsy Garvin
26 - Blake and Jennifer Brigman
28 - Chris and Brenda Koon
29 - Arthur and Audra Guy
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@ The Greenwood District Lay Speaking
/ﬁW\ School will be held May 2 & 16, 2:00-7:30 p.m., at
v — =< McCormick UMC, 200 E. Gold St., McCormick.

‘ ‘ The courses to be offered are the basic course and

3 2o, three advanced courses. All those wishing to be

certified as Local Church Lay Speakers should

register for the basic course. Those who have completed the

basic course and who wish to become Certified Lay Speak-

ers, or maintain their certification, may sign up for one of
the advanced courses.

The registration fee ($30 for basic course, $20 for ad-
vanced courses) is due by April 16. The book is included in
the basic course fee, but those taking advanced courses will
need to purchase the books appropriate for the course he/she

is taking. To register, please contact Ray McCoy (864-388-
9121) or get an application from the church office.

-

Susan Theriot and Rene Beard of the Lt. Governor’s
Office on Aging (LGOA) will provide an overview of the
programs and services that are available through the state
aging network. The LGOA provides a wide range of referral
and resources regarding Alzheimer’s, Family Caregiving,
Medicaid, Medicare, legal services, and more. The LGOA is
your “one-stop-shop” for services for adults with disabilities,
seniors, their families and caregivers. The program will be
held in the CLC on April 10, 2010, from 9:00-11:00. A light
breakfast will be provided.

IN MEMORIAM

Frances Hunt Spotts
April 13, 1914—March 8, 2010
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ALTAR MINISTRY
April 4 - Easter Lilies
11 -
18 - Mark and Karen Bowers
25 - Derek and Julie Underwood

CROSS BEARERS
April 4 - Blake Longshore
11 - Marie Earwood
18 - Anna Farmer
25 - Beverly Shealy

ACOLYTES
April 4 - Carlee Longshore
11 - Ethan McCullough
18 - Preston Farmer
25 - Kayla Shealy

USHERS
Blake Brigman, Randy Suber,
Rodney Epting, Harold Broughton

GREETERS
Eddy and Linda Richardson
Alternates - Leonard and Therry May

TRUSTEE
Sam Gause

NURSERY MINISTRY
April 4 - Jennifer Abrams, Marie Earwood,
Anita McCullough, Brittin Friar
11 - Christel Allred (9:00), Karen Bowers
(SS & 11:15), Alice Douglas,
Trent and Kelli Fowler
18 - Scarlett Atkinson, Amy Kirkland,
Neva and Cody Caldwell
25 - Sharon and Larry Bryant (9:00),
Michelle Vaughn (9:00), Sue Hiller
& June Sloop (SS & 11:15), Jackie
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GREETERS
Jackie and Jenny Harris,
Linda Hiller, and Lonnie Finley
Alternates: Nelson and Brenda Perry

USHERS
Wayne Bannister, Dewayne Blackburn,
Tommy Bowers, Blake Brigman

COFFEE
Rosemary and Renita Bowers

Birchfield
Monthly Financial Summary
General Funds (total) $65,337.11
General Funds Available 29,992.16
(undesignated funds)
Building-Bus Fund 8,735.25
Total Funds $ 74,072.36
Loan Balance on Building-Bus $631,889.18
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Church School Perfect Attendance

Sunshine:

4-Kindergarten:

UMKIids Activity
for April

Is a Fishing Trip!

Details will be in-

Savannah Perez

Kyle Cassada @
Ellie Turner

Chloe Kirkland

Carlie Kneece

Sammy Sorensen

rade i Istel et C_ 4D cluded in the
Jon Lawson Cope i
Broote Undemmid Sunday bulletins,
olivia Aorams through email, and on the clip-
Grades 2 & 3:  Elijah Abrams I .
it board on the table in the nar
Hailey Roach thex.
Grades 4 & 5:  Bailey Underwood
Julia Roach
Birthday Party Thank Yol
April 25
Lori IF_)(;Ingshore I would like to send out a GREAT BIG thank
you to the following people for making our Easter

Party a great success!

CHILDREN’'S SERMONS
April 4 - Wayne Bannister
11 - Jennifer Abrams
18 - Dewey Earwood
25 - Marie Earwood

Missy Roach, Traci Bouknight, Neva Cald-
well, Tori Caldwell, Vic and Sue Theriot,
Anna Farmer, Anita McCullough, Kevin and
Johnette Kinard, Kelli Fowler, Tina Perez, and
Heather Turner

Date

April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

Children’s Church

Acolyte Usher/Offering Adults for Month
Sydney Owens Jackson Owens Teresa Owens
Bailey Gause Sammy Sorensen Jack Owens
Isabella Perez Savannah Perez

Brandon Fowler Wesley Fowler
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Our 2009 WARM project put a new roof on Mrs.
Mattie Brown's house on Flummin Drive in Prosperity. Her
husband, an invalid in his mid 50s, had called "The Walkin'
Track Church" to ask for help through WARM because he’d
heard about our 2008 WARM project. Unfortunately, he
died before we installed the roof almost a year later. Since
that time we have kept in touch with Ms. Mattie and have
been able to help her with some small repairs. She is such a
nice person and is just so thankful. Mattie has always been
so appreciative of everything we've done for her. She con-
siders it a blessing from God.

During one of our visits, she showed us that there was
heavy condensation on the inside of her windows. We no-
ticed that this condensation had rotted some of the window
sills over 30 years and has even caused the flooring to sag
beneath some of the windows. We were able to repair the sill
and install one inside storm window to see if that would
solve the problem. After we installed the storm window, she
tried to thank us, but started to cry and had to go into another
room for a few minutes before she could come back and
thank us. WOW!

After several weeks, the window and sill were still dry,
even though the other windows and sills were still

soaked. We told her if she could afford to buy additional
storm windows over time that we would install them. Even
though she works a full and part time job, her finances are
very tight. After several months, she saved and was able to
buy 4 storm windows (over $200). When we finished in-
stalling the windows yesterday, she gave us a check for $50
to Wightman Church WARM project to help other people in
her situation. Another WOW!

Just wanted our congregation to know that the WARM
project is a wonderful blessing to those who serve as well as
those who are served. It is touching the lives of people who
see God's blessings through our church all year long.

Submitted by Clyde Ward

The Clarkson-Counts Circle will meet on Tuesday,
April 6, at 7:00 p.m. Marilyn Bouknight will lead the
program entitled “Holy Days.” Hostesses are Jewel Gar-
ner and Neva Risavich.

The SOC Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 20, at
6:00 p.m.
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