Year-End Review

I have tried to stop using the expression, “as slewChristmas.” With each passing year
Christmas seems to pick up steam. It cruises apatly quickly now. When | was a child,
Christmas seemed intolerably slow, but not anymore.

In a flash, we have almost completed another wdabgear here at Wightman UMC. God
has blessed us with spiritual as well as humemsvgr. We have added Stephen Ministry and
commissioned 14 Stephen Ministers, many of whorretakeady been assigned care-receivers
and are doing a wonderful job being a safe, cadngsistent, healing presence in people’s lives.
Growth Groups have multiplied and deepened thgdach And most recently we have added a
second worship service that has exceeded our eatpmt by averaging over 190 each week and
bringing in a considerable number of new faces.thatsame time, this new service has created
space for our first worship service to grow again.

We've also added staff members. Joel Campbell basewn board as our youth minister.
He, along with Vicki Hamm, is doing a good job teig to the youth, developing relationships
and growing the program. Carol Smith has also comboard as our Music Director and has a
plate full of responsibilities with our music pragn expansions.

It's been a busy, full year. But it's not quiteeswet. We have a host of activities and min-
istries in the month of December that | really hawerybody will participate in. Just to high-
light a few:

Date Time Event
December 6 9a.m. RIOT (Youth) Christmas Program
December 13 9a.m. Adult Choir Christmas Cantata
December 19 7 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program
December 20 9a.m. Children’s Christmas Program
December 24 6 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Service
December 28-29 7 a.m. WARM Project
December 30 6 p.m. WARM Project Meal and Celebratio

It is our prayer that these worship services andistries will bless you and provide you an
opportunity to serve as well.
Have a blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,
Pastor Michael

PS: I have to share this with you. While | wasting this article, a woman came into my
office. Her name is Mrs. Walker and we will be Wiog on her home during the WARM Pro-
ject. She came to ask what she needed to dainitdinderstand her question. She said, “Well,
| just wondered if | need to pay or send my tithesl offerings here...” When | said, “Mrs.
Walker, you don’t have to do anything. We

are going to work on your home because Gogl Wightman will have
loves you and we want to help you. We wan three special musical
to be vehicles of God’s love to you and your events during this Christt
family,” tears welled up in her eyes. She mas season that you
thanked me profusely.  Correction: She won'‘t want to miss.

thanked YOU profusely. She said, “You just
don't know how much this means to me.
Y’all are just angels.”

On Sunday, Decen-
ber 6, the Youth/R.1.O.T. team will give
their Christmas performance during the

9:00 a.m. worship service.
Christmas Eve Candlelight On December 13, at 9:00 a.m., the

Service of Hon Communion Wightman chancel choir will presemt
Come celebrate the birth of our Sav- their Christmas Cantata.

: - - On Saturday, Dec. 19, at 7:00 p.m.
ior with Holy Communion on Thursday, )
December 24, at 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 20, at 9:00 a.m. the

The candlelight service will children will present their Christmas
include Christmas carols and musmql. They have been working very
other special music. Dress is hard since September and have a gfeat
casual ' program planned.
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Francis Asbury Class—Dec. 4, 6:00 p.m., inthe Seekers Class-December 13, 5:30, at the homg
fellowship hall. of Ladison & Paula Hamm.

Couples Small Group—Dec. 10, 6:00 p.m., in UMMen—December 14, 7:00 p.m., at th%
the Fellowship Hall. Bring a heavy hors church.
d'oeuvre and a couples gift. Childcare pro- SOC Circle—December 15, 6:30 p.m., at th%&

vided. home of Jason & Jaime Merchant, 1344 Clagg
New Beginnings Class-Dec. 12, 12:00 noon, Brown Rd. Bring an hors d'oeuvre & recipef

meet at the church to go see “This Man Called and a $15 gift. )

Jesus” and out to eat. Please sign up in class

room. 1&
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Building Fund W.A.R.M. Project
In memory of Henry Barnett In memory of Henry Barnett

By: Mark and Karen Bowers By: Dewayne and Nancy Blackburn
Larry and Emily Graham Cody and Neva Caldwell
Neva Risavich Kathryn A. McEntire
Steven and Alice Douglas Voight and Martha Dominick
Lynn and Martha Waller Dorothy and Edward Harkin, Betty and Billy
Dick and Jennylee Foster Schumpert, Frances and Tommy Con-
James and Joan Mills nelly, Lynn and Frank Waters, Betty Lou
Randy and Patti Suber and Earl Waters
Johnny and Beth James Mike and Bonnie Sheppard
Jack and Vicki Hamm Johnathan and Lola Lowe
Eddie and Mollie Graham In memory of Nancy Jeffcoat by Mike and Bonnie
Bill and Renee Joiner Sheppard.
Drucie Counts In honor of Norman Way by Leonard May.
Francis Asbury Class In honor of Norman Way by Clyde Ward.

Jimmy and Lynda Counts

Dennis and Mindy Armstrong
Ladison, Paula, Glenn Il & Adrienne Hamm AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR NOVEMBER

Glenn Hamm 9:00 Worshi.p - 186
Patti Brock 11:15 Worship - 200
Voris W. Bowers Church School - 189

Anne Barnes & Jeanne Riggs
Judy Livingston
Frances R. Hamm
In memory of Dean Mills
By: Larry and Emily Graham
Voris Bowers
Cody and Neva Caldwell
Dewayne and Nancy Blackburn
In memory of Mike Perkins
By: Jack and Vicki Hamm
Johnny and Beth James
In memory of Claude Bates by Nancy Vaughn.
In honor of Jim Mills by the Francis Asbury Class.
. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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The administrative council of Wightman UMC me
November 22 with 12 members present. Chairman Ro
mary Bowers presided and opened with prayer. The
utes of the October meeting were approved as writte

Ken Cope, trustees chairman, said that his comn
tee, current and new members, will meet on DecerhBer

It's Angel Tree time at Wight-
man! Please take time to choose an angel
from the tree in the narthex (by the glass
doors for the 2nd service) and help share
God's love with a needy child from our
community this Christmas. Please be

to elect their officers. sure to wrap all gifts and bundle them togethehwit
Derek Underwood reported that the outreach co the angel attached to the tofll gifts must be under
mittee has collected 135 shoe boxes for the Chaistnthe tree in the narthex no later than Sunday, Dec.
child project with more still coming in. 13. They will be delivered the morning of Monday,
Under old business Derek Underwood reported tt Dec. 14. If you have any questions about this project,
the leyland cypress tree cannot be moved withousing please contact Heath&urner.

structural damage to the church. We will look is&®ing
if some company would like to cut it down for a Ghr
mas tree next year.

Pastor Turner reported that 23 houses have been se

lected for the WARM project. A team leader meetivity

be held on December 1. We have $22,000 on hantiéor
project. Zion will donate $5,000. The dates for the
WARM project are December 28 and 29.

There will be no meeting in December. If any busi-
ness comes up, we will have a called meeting. Thara
istrative council will meet at 12:30 until furtheotice.

There being no further business, Rev. Turner dose
with prayer. Marilyn Boufght, Secretary
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I want to thank my church family for your thoughts,
prayers and concerns during my recent illness.
Jim Mills

Thank you for the many expressions of love shown
to me during my recent surgery and hospital stay. The
phone calls, cards, and visits (Pastor Turner) were so ap-
preciated. God has blessed me richly and | treasure you
as my second church family. | am so grateful and | be-
lieve that “life is good.” May God bless each one of you.

Lola Lowe

Jaime, Thank you for your visit and for the velslicious
bread and for the nice bag and literature. | loved the mu-
sic and especially Michael's sermon.

With love and thanksilice Faye Bedenbaugh Shealy

We want to thank all the ladies who prepared and
served the meal last Saturday for the family of my uncle,
Henry Barnett. Everything was delicious and very much
appreciated. God bless you all.  Joe and Faye Kelly

| want to say a heart-felt thank you to the JOY
Group and everyone else who worked on the remodelina
of my office. It doesn’t look like the same place!
greatly appreciate the new desk, window treatme
chairs, fresh paint, carpet and remodeled cabinets. |
proud for people to see it! Pastor Michael

3 - Lana Bannister
7 - Braxton Inman, Herb Stephens
8 - Frances Jackson, Jonathan Lowe, Lynn Waller
10 - Brooke Phibbs
11 - Caroline Cockrell, Robert Spells
12 - Patti Brock
13 - Kirk Atwood, Wesley Fowler,
Cassandra Phibbs, Jan Wood
15 - Will Eckstein, Becky Steen, Nancy Vaughn
16 - Kristin Mrozinski
18 - Nicholas Blackburn
20 - Tommy Bowers, Travis
Grimsley, Daniel Shuler
21 - Olivia Abrams, McKensey Turner
23 - Wayne Kinard, Jr.
25 - Holly Caudill, Sara Costilow
26 - Rosemary Bowers
27 - Wayne Kinard, Sr., Rachel Knox,
Lola Lowe, Willie Ruff
28 - Debra Cook, Dee Hamm,
Adelyn & Caroline Ringer
29 - Daniel Hamm, Jillyn Mayer
30 - Jody Bedenbaugh, Whitney Mills

Anniversaries:
Dec. 5 - Ed and Elizabeth Skinner

7 - Billy and Donna Parnell

9 - Sandy and Peggy Shuler
10 - lke and Christel Allred
15 - Curtis and Jentry Wicker
17 - Lonnie and Amanda Finley
19 - Barry and Lisa Harley
20 - Tommy and Debbie Murphy
27 - Jerry and Jackie Birchfield
31 - Pete and Sandra McLain
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ALTAR MINISTRY
Dec. 6 - Youth Program - No Flowers
13 - Poinsettias
20 - Poinsettias
27 - Penny Hamm

ACOLYTES

6 - Brent Caldwell
13 - Blake Richardson
20 - Jarod Joiner
27 - Will Stewart

CROSS BEARERS
Dec. 6 - Neva Caldwell
13 - Victoria Wohnig
20 - Levi Joiner
27 - Paula Stewart

USHERS
Larry Graham, Johnny James,
Mark Bowers, Jim Stewart

GREETERS
Dick and Jennylee Foster
Alternates - Tookie and Joyce Oates

NURSERY MINISTRY

Dec.

Dec. 6- Leonard, Therry & Heather May
Elizabeth Skinner
13- Mandy & Jeff Waites
Ellen Stephens, Renita Bowers
20 - Donna & Elyssa Parnell
Melody Bartley, Anna Farmer
27 - Candace & Blake Sheppard
Susan Shealy, Rachel Bowers
AUDIO-VISUAL TECHS
Dec. 6- Steven Douglas and Traci Bouknight
13 - Jack and Blake Hamm
20 - Traci Bouknight and Cody Caldwell
27 - Arthur Guy and Darin Shealy
TRUSTEE
Sam Gause

Monthly Financial Summary

General Fund (total) $65,060.1
General Funds (undesignated funds) 14,883.
Building-Bus Fund 5,580.5]
Total Funds 70,640.7

Loan Balance on Bldg/Bus/Sound Syst. 657,423.

OUTSIDE GREETERS
Harold and Jane Broughton

DOOR GREETERS
Chuck Weatherly, Victoria Wohnig,
Rachel Knox, Jack Hamm

USHERS
Jeff Waites, Chris Koon,
Norman Oster, Chuck Weatherly

COFFEE
Donna and Billy Parnell

H

If you are an adult—single or married—who likes to
eat, make friends, and get to know others in theathbetter,
Bread Breakers is for you! It is for new and loingg mem-
bers, young and old, and everyone in between. dlepr-
pose of Bread Breakers is to provide a means fatgr fel-
lowship and to get to know others better. When te@ifiris-
tians come together for a relaxing evening of dirarel con-
versation, they learn much about each other ang dlaser
together in the Lord. Here's how it works:

Individuals and couples who wish to participateigt
sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in twship
hall or the sheet in the Christian Life Center orad the fol-
lowing information tosloopj@wildblue.net Name, Sunday
School class you attend, worship service you ajtemd
whether or not you would be willing to host the gpo

Please sign up by December 20 so that groups €an b
assigned and distributed in time to plan for Japuar

Once a month during January and February, thepgrou
meet in the home of the host couple (or if you @refo out
to a restaurant together.) The host(ess) will tda# other
members of the group to schedule a date and tirhe. T
groups will consist of four couples or pairs ofgies:

- Host(ess) couple: provides meat, bread, beverageidbt
people
. 2" couple: provides a vegetable and bread for eigbple
. 3 couple: provides salad for eight people
. 4™ couple: provides dessert for eight people

The host couple is welcome to invite a fifth capl

prospective members, new members, or neighbors.

IN MEMORIAM

William Henry Barnett
January 23, 1923—November 19, 2009
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The Wonder of Christmas - The Newberry Com- Rebekah Croft and
munity Choir will present their Christmas musical o Sarah Moseley were
Dec. 4-5, 8:00 p.m., and Dec. 6, 3:00 p.m., at Newb received into member-
Elementary School. ship on Nov. 1. Re-

bekah joined on profes-
sion of faith and Sarah
Rebekah Croft transferred her mem- Sarah Moseley
bership from Aveleigh Presbyterian Church in Newjper

_ _ We welcome them to our church family.
Church Calendar - It is veryimportant that all com- On Nov. 29 we wel-

mittees, women’s groups, UMMen, youth, etc., kdep tcomed Mark, Amy, Chloe
church office (and Joe Looney, website administyatc ;.4 Ejlie Kirkland into the
informed of activities so that they can be includedthe membership of Wightman.
calendar and publicized. Your help in this areall®e Tha Kirklands came to us

greatlyappreciated! from Christ Church of the

Live Outdoor Nativity - Grace Lutheran Church Carolinas in Columbia. The
will present a live outdoor nativity Friday throu@un- sacrament of baptism was

January Journey - January Journey services will b
held again this year. Hymn sing begins each Suetay
ning in January at 6:45 p.m. A schedule of sesvigél
be published when available.

day, December 18-20, at 7:00 p.m. each evening. administered to Ellie and she
Serving in Worship - If you are interested in being@nd Chloe were placed on
added to or taken off of the lists to be a lay ezadhil- the baptized roll. The Kirklands

dren’s sermon leader or nursery worker, pleaseacbnt

Heather Turner as soon as possible (364-2304)ouf y

would like to be an acolyte or cross bearer (3edigrup), 6 6 6 6 &
please sign up on the appropriate sheets locatettheon
bulletin board in the fellowship hall or call théurch Wightman’s W.A.R.M. Project
office at 364-2340. If you would like to placewWers in il pe December 28 & 29 beginning
the sanctuary for the 9:00 traditional serviceapialso \yith preakfast at 7:00 each morning.

sign up on the bulletin board. The worship celebration will be on

Wightman Golf Tournament - The Wightman golf Wednesday, Dec. 30, at 6:00 p.m.
tournament and family fun-day will be Saturday, Mdy W.A.R.M. stands for Weatherization and Repair
More details coming soon. Ministry and is intended as a missions outreaclth&®

Flip the Switch - Please help Wightman UMC con-community surrounding Wightman to let them know we
e tC2r€ and, more importantly, that God loves themhe T

serve energy. When you or your group are leaviry , I :
church building, please be sure to turn off all ligats Purpose behind the W.A.R.M. project is to reachwoitit
and make sure the heat is off. Thank you. Chnst_s love to our neighbors outS|d§ our chu_roerrm

bership by making much needed repairs on their Beme
' repairs they either cannot afford or are not ablentake

has an old car that is in decent working order yod {hemgelves. By and large the homes we will work on
would like to turn it into a tax-deductible donatiglease i pe the homes of elderly widows and widowerst b

contact the church office. During our WARM Projecihere will be some work done for families as weRe-
home visits, we have encountered one person Wi trihairs will include: replacing windows, winterizingin-

has a need for transportation. dows and doors, replacing leaky roofs, repairingtya
Carolyn Hamlin in Christmas Concert - Saturday, plumbing, painting, etc. Everyone, young and aiah

Dec. 12, 3:00 p.m., Mt. Pilgrim Lutheran Church.ouY participate.

are invited to join the congregation of Mt. Pilgrias it

celebrates the installation of its new Allen L-9stm

organ and the beautiful music of the season. . / |

Emmaus Spring Walk - The Emmaus Men’s Walk
will be March 11-14 and the Women’s Walk will be
March 18-21. If you are interested in a wonde8ulay
spiritual experience with God, please contact Padie
chael or Leonard and Therry May.

Donating Wheels- If you, or someone you know

Patricia Amick transferred her membership to Hsod’
Chapel United Methodist Church in Bonneau, SC, on
October 22. We wish Pat much happiness in her new
church home.
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UMKids Schedule
December 6 - Lunch, practice, parade
December 13 - Practice, 5:30 p.m.
December 18 - Dress Rehearsal, 5:30 p.m.
December 19 - Cantata, be at church at 6:00 p.m
December 20 - Cantata, be at church at 8:15 a.m
December 21 - Christmas Caroling, time TBA
December 24 €hristmas Eve Program, 6:00 p.m.
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Church School Perfect Attendance*
Sunshine Class - Wesley Fowler
4-Kindergarten - Ellie Turner @

Jon Lawson Cope
Ashlyn Kinard

Grades 2-3 - Lauren Cope
Hailey Roach
Grades 4-5 - Julia Roach

*Roll books for the nursery class, 1st grade, & 6th
grade were missing, so attendance in these classes
was not available.

* 045 +))#

Birthday Party
December 27
Jennifer Brigman
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