Witness

For the past couple of weeks, | have been thinkimgut the upcoming sermon se-
ries, “Can You See Him?” Can you see Jesus inydagrlife? Can you see him in the
bad times as well as the good? Can you see htheifaces of children and strangers?
Can you see the hand of our savior at work in Yiéer

It's an important question. In the good times, seeetimes get complacent and
take our blessings for granted, failing to see @o@hrist as the giver of all good gifts.
In the bad times, we are often overcome with agpaetd grief and fail to see Jesus as
the one who comes alongside us and even carries us.

Can you see him?

But, today | have been wondering about a relatedlififerent question: Can other
people see him in me?

This past week | was speaking to a group of lesaoteour church, reminding them
that as leaders, according to Scripture, we arg teeh higher standard. God, on Judg-
ment Day, is going to be harder on us because we lbeen given the gift of leadership.
We have influence over other people. To whom msdiven, much is expected.

| reminded these leaders—and at the same timendemii myself—that we are
called to be witnesses. But, in a sense, we cargiptbut be withesses. As soon as we
claim the name of Christ and call ourselves Claistj we are witnesses. The real ques-
tion is whether or not we are going to be a GOOhess. What we do on Friday and
Saturday nights cannot be disconnected from whadaven Sunday morning. If itis, if
there is a disconnect, then our witness is inctersisand does damage to the Kingdom
and our church.

Of course, this is not only true for leaders ia thurch. It is true for all of us. |
think that's why General Conference added one mooaise to our membership vows
as United Methodists. In addition to our praygm®sence, gifts and service, we now
also pledge our witness. We promise to “be logaChrist through the United Method-
ist Church and do all in our power to strengthenniinistries” and to “support the
church through our prayers, presence, gifts, sermia witness.”

The addition of witness is |mportant Even if pray for Wightman and are pre-
sent every time the doors are open,*
our spiritual gifts in service to th
church, give 10% of our income a
more, if our witness for Christ is inco
sistent, then we can do more harm t
good.

In the Book of Acts, Jesus left | Welcome Sunday
disciples with these closing words, “Y August 16
will receive power when the Holy Spi
comes upon you and you will be my w
nesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samarig
even to the ends of the earth.” |
thankful to be a part of a church t
takes those words of Christ seriously.

Working at My Witnessg
Pastor Michae

On August 16, Wightman will have
Welcome Sunday where we welcomne
members of the Newberry College and
Mid-Carolina High School football teams
to Wightman. However, because of sangtu-
ary overcrowding, we are going to try|a
different schedule this year. This schedule
is for August 16 only:

9:30-10:30  First Worship Service as
usual in sanctuary
10:00-10:45 Nurture Committee membsg

ﬂ
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host brunch for athletes, CLIC

10:45-11:30 Sunday School as usual
11:00-12:00 Second worship service

All Wightman members are invited {o
! "| | stay for the second service at 11:00.




Stephen Ministers Complete Training

Our congregation has a group of people skilledainng for those facing challenges in their liveEhese
people, called Stephen Ministers, have undergotensive training to develop and nurture their aarin
skills. Following the commissioning service on Asg9, 2009, they will begin their caring minissrii
our congregation and community. Our Stephen Mensswvill work with people who are experiencing
many different kinds of crises and stress in thegs.

Who might receive care from a Stephen Minister?

Care receivers may be hospitalized, facing an ebet@llness, grieving the illness or death of elbwne,
separated or divorcing, homebound, unemployed sédgito the birth of a child, or otherwise expede
ing life’s difficulties.

Each of us has times when we are lonely, grievingt or in need of care. In his second lettehi €o-
rinthians, Paul tells us that such troubles cangbspiritual growth to the sufferer. But when weondre in
Christ suffer, we also find comfort through Chrestd one of the ways we find this comfort is thioogh-
ers who have found Christ’'s care and comfort inrthefferings (2 Corinthians 1: 4-6). Our Steptéim-
isters offer this Christ-like care to those in need

Think about your life and the lives of the peoptewand you. Are you going through a time of crisrs
challenge? Do you know someone who is sufferioghfgrief or loneliness? Is one of your friendsigtr
gling to find meaning in life after he or she hasired or after all the children have gone? Caoud or
someone you know benefit from the care of a Stephierster?

If you have questions about the work of the StepHaristers in and around Wightman, feel free td cal
Pastor Michael Turner (364-2340) or Nelson & Brend&erry (364-1053)or talk to one of the Stephen
Ministers. The people who are so generously givhgheir time and talents as Stephen Ministers are
Jane Broughton, Emily Cope, Ken Cope, Melvin DockniMargaret Epting, Rodney Epting, Dee Hamm,
Edith Kinard, Therry May, Leonard May, Missy Roa8®ebe Way, and Debra Weatherly. Please consider
whether you know of someone who needs their cdilge care generally consists of one-on-one weekly
visits lasting approximately one hour, arranged atutually convenient time and place. ICONFIDEN-
TIAL care. Conversations between a Stephen Ministéraacare receiver will be held in strict confi-
dence. Females will always be with females andemalill always be with males. A Stephen Minister
cannot minister to anyone under the age of 18plfete Ministers are not counselors or therapistiera
they are caring Christian friends who can offerstehing ear to help others through the tough times
life.

Please share in the Stephen Ministry of WightmaitddnMethodist Church by praying for our Stephen
Ministers and their care receivers.
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Building Fund
In memory of Dusty Rhodes
By: Dr. James C. Lanet & Justin Dagit
Terry and Karen Luther
Mark and Karen Bowers
Henry B. Summer
Finley and Patsy Garvin
Melvin Dominick
In honor of Drucie Counts by the Francis AsburysSla
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Wightman was very
happy to receive the follow-
ing new members on July
12: Blake, Candice and
Reese Sheppard; Mike and
| e Bonnie Sheppard; and Ron
Candice, Blake&ReeseShepparchnd Jan Wood. Blake,

Reese, Mike and Bonnie came to us from Silverstreet

Lutheran Church, Candice came from St. Paul Luthera
Church, and Ron and Jan joined on Profession o Fai

Ron and Jan Wood

Bonnie and Mike Sheppard

Monthly Financial Summary

General Funds (total) $61,671.88
General Funds (undesignated funds) 14,008.p4
Building-Bus Fund 27,062.21
Total Funds 88,734.09

Loan Balance on Building/Bus $673,546.13
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Congratulations to Madison Smith

a
'/ and Ted Graham who were married on

Epworth Back-to-School Wish List
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Gift Cards (WalMart, Target, etc.)

Summer & Fall clothing (all sizes, new onl
School Field Trips ($50-$100 per child)
Flash Drives

Towels, Wash Cloths, Sheets, Pillow Casdg
Toothpaste, Soap, etc.
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Attention Choir Members
and Prospective Choir Members (M\( )» ﬁ
Adult Choir rehearsals will re- > \/

/v\/\/
sume on Wednesday, August ¥ /,// ¥
at 6:30 p.m. I'm very excited tha \/ (5 4) }
God has allowed me the opportl/\,
nity to work with such an essen-
tial part of the music ministry at Wightman United
Methodist Church. | encourage persons of all mlisica
abilities who love the Lord and have a passion for
singing and leading worship to join this group!
I'll see you on Wednesday, August 5 at 6:30

Be Blessed!
Handbell Choir Update: Because of a delay at
Jeffers Handbell Supply, the bells are still in fnec-
ess of being serviced. Hopefully they will be avalil
able for rehearsals in the next couple of weelsagsd
watch your Sunday bulletin for any new information.
Carol

/
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p.m.!

July 11 at the Stewart House on Lakg
Murray. Ted, Madison, Kimberly and
Kyle live at 110 Brookside Dr.

4

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR JULY

Morning Worship - 220
Church School - 147
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ALTAR MINISTRY
August 2 - Alan and Lori Longshore
9 - Frances Hamm, Nancy Gause
16 - Debbie Murphy, Martha Bowers
23 - Chuck and Debra Weatherly
30 - Ann Bowers

ACOLYTES
August 2 - Blake Richardson
9 - Taylor Murphy
16 - Ethan McCullough
23 - Preston Farmer
30 - Jarod Joiner

CROSS BEARERS
August 2 - Nancy Blackburn
9 - Marie Earwood
16 - Dee Hamm
23 - Anna Farmer
30 - Levi Joiner

USHERS
Eddy Richardson
Kevin Kinard
Blake Brigman
Randy Suber

NURSERY MINISTRY
August 2 - Neva and Cody Caldwell
9 - Hailey Bowers, Crystal Cassada
16 - Amanda Finley, Beverly Slyeal
23 - Brittin Friar, Kelli Fowler
30 - Heather Turner, Ashley Ringer

GREETERS
Norman and Bebe Way
Alternates - Kirk and Shirley Atwood

AUDIO-VIDEO TECHNICIANS
August 2 - Steven Douglas and Tim Ringer
9 - Jack and Blake Hamm
16 - Traci Bouknight and Cody Caldwell
23 - Arthur Guy and Darin Shealy
30 - Traci Bouknight and Cody Caldwell

TRUSTEE FOR AUGUST
Chris Koon

August 1 - Amanda Conner

2 - Ava Grace Dickinson, Margaret Epting,
Tyler Turner

3 - Jennylee Foster, Frances Hamm,
Houston Taylor
5 - Bennett Garner, Kelly Winfree
6 - Jaelyn Amick, Blake Brigman, Eddie Sloop
7 - Jerry Birchfield
9 - Linda Altman, Pat Jennings
10- Paula Hamm, Terri Rouse
11 - Emily Graham, Wylene Smith
12 - Brad Esclavon
13 - Brittin Friar, Laura Beth Shealy
17 - Jennifer Bowers, Jimmy Counts
18 - Sharon Bryant
19 - Erin Edwards
20 - Neva Risavich, Tracie Turner
21 - Dewayne Blackburn, Jenny Hatrris,

Eddy Richardson
22 - David Betenbaugh, Marilyn Sease
23 - Kayla Koon
24 - Ed Skinner, Chuck Weatherly

25 - Christel Allred, Angie Garner,
Collin Merchant

26 - Madison Koon

27 - Voris Bowers, Kelli Fowler

28 - Melvin Dominick, Kyle Vaughn,

30 - Bridget Derrick, Dianne Dominick,
Bailey Underwood, Murph Ward

31 - Kendall Hamm, D. H. Hamm IlI

Anniversaries:
August 1 - Michael and Heather Turner

4 - Larry and Sharon Bryant

5 - Lynn and Martha Waller

8 - Derek and Julie Underwood
14 - Buck and Caroline Cockrell
21 - Voigt and Ceile Kempson
21 - Hubert and Edith Kinard
27 - Clyde and Murph Ward
28 - Bryan and Kelly Winfree
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I would like to thank all of my family,
friends and church family for giving me
the opportunity to go to Salkehatchie this
year. But, most of all, | want to thank God
for what he did in my life through this
camp. | learned that Salkehatchie isn't all aldbdng
houses; it's about fixing your heart. | look fomgao
going again next year. But | would like to see enor
participation from Wightman. If any of the youth
would like to talk about my experience or are iagted
in going next year, contact Joel Campbell or m@4&t
7960. Thanks. Blake Richardson
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Dear Wightman Church Family,

Thank you so much for the opportunity to share our
music ministry with you last Sunday (July 19). &ls
ways, your warm reception of us and our music was a
special blessing to each of us.

Grace and peace, Clyde, Murph,
and the Cloud Land Vocal Band

Dear Friends,

Wightman is one of Manna House’s biggest sup-
porters. We were so happy to have you join usvn g
ing out the food—your volunteers did a great job!

We just reveived a generous check from you and
certainly appreciate your help in this way, too.

We look forward to continuing to work with you on
this community project.

Thanks so much!

Sincerely, Ann Taylor for Manna House

To the Members of Wightman United Methodist
Church,

With great appreciation, we want to thank you for
doing everything that you did for John Mercierlive
in Tennessee, but when | talked to him on the phioae
would say “You should come out and see my house and
all the church done for me.” And thank you for the
flowers for his memorial. You will always be remem
bered in our prayers and God bless each and ewery o

Sincerely, Sisters of “John” Ulysses Mercier

I want to thank all those who helped serve Central
Church’s Salkehatchie crew on July 24. We served
over 100 BBQ plates and all those who ate were very
appreciative. You guys make a great team and our
Outreach Committee is successful because of your
dedication and willingness to serve. God bless!

Derek

&& 1

Are you looking for an
opportunity to fulfill Wight-
man’s mission statement “t
serve God and our world &
hands-on ways”? Please co i3
sider volunteering for a Manna
House food drive at the Prosperity Piggly Wiggly on
Saturday morning, August 22. We need teams of volun
teers to sign up for one hour time slots starting a.m.
until 12:00 noon. We will hand out a short list of
needed items to grocery shoppers as they enter the
store, asking if they would be willing to purchessy-
eral items on the list as they shop for their owwocgr-
ies. As the shoppers exit the Piggly Wiggly, wel wil
have bins available to collect their donations.

Most of the food donations come into the Manna
House between November and January. The summer
months are their “lean” months, so Wightman’s food
drive will help refill the Manna House pantry shedv
Please give volunteering on Saturday morning, Augus
22, prayerful consideration. A sign up sheet wildn
the bulletin board next to the nursery.

$

Monica Suber completed
her Peace Corps' volunteer service

and returned to Prosperity on

Wednesday, July 15. She is thankful

to God for the beautiful experience.
She feels she has fulfiled one of
God's wills on her life and it has
made all the difference. She would
like to thank YOU, for all of your
thoughts, prayers, and gifts. All of her work would
have not been possible without your support.

Upon completion of their Peace Corps service,
volunteers must speak with groups in the UnitedeSta
about their experience, informing Americans about
their host countries' culture, in this case, Ev&dbr. If
you are interested in having her speak with youaallo
church or civic groufppetween Monday, August 3 and
Thursday, August 6 please contact her via phone at
803-364-3533, or via email aobeeros@gmail.com
She is also willing to schedule future talks (nets
back home).
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Church School

Perfect Attendance for July
4-Year-Olds - Ellie Turner

" #$" % % —
& &' y (e Are You Called to Teach?
@ The new Sunday School year
\’\\ ii(\' \\/\ begins in September. This is a
TN P\//\/ good time to take stock and con-

sider how you might be called to
serve Wightman church. Our Sun-
day School classes can always use dedicated teach-
ers. If you feel led to serve in this capacityegde
contact Mandy Waites, Coordinator of Children’s
: Ministries, at 321-9078 or email her at
Blrtzg ;}lstp 3%rty mwaites@newberry.k12.sc.us.
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Date Acolyte Offering Music Adults for Month
August 2 Ryan Stewart Hayes Waites Preston Cook oseRary Bowers
August 9 Sydney Owens Jackson Owens Julia Roach lice Bouglas
August 16 Olivia Abrams Elijah Abrams Hannah CdudiCarol Charette
August 23 Jon Lawson Cope Lauren Cope Emily Garner
August 30 Ashlyn Kinard Michael Murphy Reagan Owens




Communion - 9:30
Nursery Com.-11:45
Emmaus Lunch -

*

Bible Study-5:45

11:45

UMKids Pool Party -| RIOT Team - Joint UMW - Lighthouse -
4:30-7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm Choir — 6:30 pm 7:00-10:00 pm

, ( (( ( ( (! 0
Stephen Minis- | Joy Group - 10:00 Bible Study-5:45

ters Commis- am Lay Leadership Lighthouse -

sioning - 9:30 am Committee-6:00 | Choir — 6:30 pm 7:00-10:00 pm

RIOT Team - 7:00

Chu

d
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rch Secretary on Vacation
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Welcome Sun.
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UMMen & SOC
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Blood Drive, Mt.

Bible Study-5:45

Manna House

CARE Group to Circle - 6:30 pm gllogo”pmm 3:00- Food Drive, Pig-
M-C Club-11:45 : ; ly-Wiggly - 8:00
Vision Team - RIOT Team - Lay Leadership L{ghthogse ! gr)rq-lzggoynoon

X 7:00 pm Committee-6:00 | Choir — 6:30 pm 7:00-10:00 pm :
3:00 pm

! ) * $ + :

Admin. Council - Bible Study-5:45
11:45 am
Fin. Guidelines R_'(%T Team - Lay Leadership Lighthouse -
Task Force-5:00 | /:00 pm Committee-6:00 | Choir — 6:30 pm 7:00-10:00 pm
Promotion/Teacher Newsletter
Recognition Sun- | Deadline—1:00

day
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The Newberry Agricultural Expo committee is
working to revive our County’s annual fair at thewd
berry Fair Grounds. The event will be held Segt. 2
26. Vendors/craftsmen as well as civic, church and
youth groups are invited to rent a space ($20 pgrad
$50 for all 3 days). See the church office foragipli-
cation or email nbyagexpo09@hotmail.com.

+$ "1

Mt. Pilgrim Lutheran Church is hosting a blood
drive on Wednesday, August 19, from 3:00 to 8:00
p.m. Please call Stephanie Franklin at 364-3697 to
schedule your donation time. Please bring a plixto

After a summer break the UMW will resume with
a joint meeting on August 4 at 7:00 p.m. Joan sviill
will lead the pledge serviceHostesses are Patti Brock
and Beth James.

The SOC Circle will meet on August 17 at 6:30
p.m. Hostesses are Jaime Merchant and Amanda

Finley.
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The Committee on Lay
Leadership (formerly called Nomi-
.--l) nations Committee) will begin

R
Q(\' o meeting on Tuesday, August 11, at
w{dk\é}g %) 6:00 p.m. They will meet every
(\{ Qur Cﬁurch Tuesday at the same time through
{ Officers | September 1. Please pray for the

T PSHRTY members of the Lay leadership
committee as they pray and listen to God’s guidamce
the various church positions that need to be filled
Members are: Michael Turner, chairperson; Ellen
Stephens, lay leader; Jane Broughton; David Mitchel
Kelli Fowler; Renita Bowers; Joan Mills and Gregg
Turner.

Also, if you feel called to serve in a particuéaea
or on a committee or ministry team, please let d?ast
Turner or another member of this committee know as
soon as possible.

1 2

The Ralph Bowers/Tom Brock Me-
morial golf tournament will be held on
May 15, 2010, at the Newberry Country
Club.




