
On A Mission 
 About three weeks ago, the Vision Team from Wightman gathered immediately after wor-
ship and traveled to Chapin UMC to worship with our brothers and sisters there in their contem-
porary service.  Afterwards, we all met with the Reverend Jody Flowers to glean from his wis-
dom and Chapin UMC’s experience with explosive, exponential growth. 
 Pastor Jody said several profound and memorable things that have been spinning in my 
head ever since.  One of the things he told us about was a saying that they have at Chapin UMC 
when it comes to considering any action.  He told us their saying is, “It’s not about me.  It’s 
about Him, and it’s not about us; it’s about them.”  Then, he explained that a little further. 
 This is not verbatim, but this is what he said: Church, our life together is not about me.  My 
personal preferences, my likes and dislikes, matter much less than me obeying and pleasing 
God.  It’s about God.  Secondly, “it’s not about us; it’s about them,” reminds us that our primary 
mission is to the people who are not yet a part of Chapin UMC.  We are called to make disci-
ples.  We are called to introduce unchurched people to Jesus, not worry about what makes us 
happy.  We always want to be thinking about the people who are not here. 
 It reminded me of a story told by another friend and mentor of mine, Bishop Will Willi-
mon.  Will said that one of his pastors in the North Alabama Conference told him about an evan-
gelism professor he had in seminary.  At the beginning of every class, this professor came in and 
said, “Okay, all you pastors, how are the prostitutes doing this morning?” 
 As you might imagine, the first time this happened, all the students recoiled, horrified at 
such a question.  But, the professor responded, “That’s a very important question.  Jesus said 
that the prostitutes were going to get into the Kingdom of Heaven before us, so you had better 
be working on sharing Jesus with them and getting them into the Kingdom.  We can’t get in line 
until they do.”  Then, he said, “You know, the difficult part is that most of you probably don’t 
know any prostitutes.  Jesus did.  He hung out with them.  He was their friend.  He changed their 
lives.” 
 That’s a good reminder that church is “not about us; it’s about them,” those who haven’t 
heard or who haven’t responded to the Gospel, those who haven’t given their lives over to Jesus, 
those who have never decided to follow our Lord. 
 In his ministry, Jesus hardly ever stood still.  Constantly in the gospels, we read that Jesus 
was here healing people, then “immediately” he went there to preach, then “immediately” he left 
that place and went somewhere else.  Jesus was always traveling at this frenetic pace, going 
wherever there were people, hurting, needy, broken people. 
 That’s what it means to be a missional church.  We are going with Jesus on his mission, 
our mission.  Here at Wightman UMC, we have articulated our mission as: “To form faithful 
followers of Jesus.”  We do this by “BRINGING—people into relationship with Christ and his 
Church, GROWING—in faith through spiritual disciplines and relationships with each other, 
and SERVING—God and the world in hands-on ways.”  Every decision we make should be dic-
tated by whether or not it fits this mission. 
 May God continue to bless us as we follow him on mission. 

Staying Missionally-Minded, Pastor Michael 
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Welcome, New Members! 
 Wightman was very happy to receive Ben and Jennie O’Shields and their son Jesse, Adri-
ane Garvin, Kimberly Hendrix, and Georgia, Faith and Sammy Sorensen in June.  The sacra-
ment of Baptism was administered to Ben and Jesse O’Shields and Faith, Georgia and Sammy 
Sorensen.  Jennie transferred her membership to Wightman from Newberry ARP Church, Adri-
ane joined on Profession of Faith and Kimberly transferred from Mayer Memorial.   

   Adriane Garvin            Faith, Georgia, George and                Jesse, Jennie and                       Kimberly  
                     Sammy Sorensen                         Ben O’Shields                           Hendrix 
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To My Wightman Church Family, 
 Thank you so much to everyone who 
participated in this year’s Vacation Bible 
School, whether it be designing and decorat-
ing the set, making the t-shirts, printing bul-

letins, copying scripts, taking and printing  pictures, mak-
ing slide shows, providing, preparing and serving meals, 
leading children around, heading up the various check 
points that the children visited each night or anything else 
that helped this year’s Vacation Bible School be a suc-
cess.  Thank you one and all.  In case you haven't heard 
our Mission offering totaled $151.00.  Thanks to every-
one who donated.  Thanks also for the gift card.  It will 
be enjoyed immensely.  I think our Bible School was an 
overall success and it's because of each and every one of 
you.                                                In Christian love, Traci 
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 The SOC Circle will not meet in July.  They will 
have their next meeting on August 17 in addition to the 
joint meeting on August 4.  The hostesses for the August 
17 meeting are Jaime Merchant and Amanda Finley.   
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 Last month we reported to you the hiring of our new 
youth minister, Joel Campbell.  We believe that Joel’s 
arrival fills a void on our staff and we are excited about 
his ministry with us. It is an added bonus that his wife, 
Jennifer, and children, Jackson and Jance, are going to be 
such a vital part of his ministry and our church. 
 Other staff news: Since the departure of Beth Tay-
lor, Eddie Rivers has filled not only the role of organist—
which he has done for 20 years—but also the role of adult 
music director.  He has done an outstanding job filling 
both roles.  Under his leadership, the adult chancel choir 
has consistently inspired us and beautifully led us in wor-
ship.  We cannot thank Eddie enough.   
 But, Eddie is also organist and adult choir director at 
his home church, Grace Lutheran.  Immediately follow-
ing our worship service, he heads straight there.  There-
fore, he will not be available for our second worship ser-
vice.   
 So, starting when the choir returns from their July 
respite, we will return to the paradigm of having two peo-
ple for the roles of organist and music director.  Just like 
before, Eddie will be our organist, and Carol Smith will 
be music director for both worship services, directing the 
adult chancel choir, praise band, adult handbells, chil-
dren’s choir, and children’s handbells.   
 The SPRC is very confident that we have assembled 
an excellent staff.  The leadership of such high quality 
staff positions Wightman UMC to move into the future 
and continue our growth as we seek to share the Gospel 
with our community.   

--Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

 In Memoriam 
- - - 

Harry “Dusty” Glenn Rhodes, Sr. 
October 11, 1921—June 10, 2009 

Monthly Financial Summary 
General Funds (total) $64,050.59 
General Funds Available 17,091.25 
       (undesignated funds)  
Building/Bus Fund 4,709.21 
Total Funds 68,759.80 

Loan Balance on Building/Bus $686,962.17 
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 The following young people were confirmed at 
Wightman during the worship service on Sunday, May 
31(left to right):  Kayla Shealy, Blake Longshore, Leah 
McCullough, B.J. Harris, Brock Bryant and Jarod 
Joiner. 

 There has been a problem with the buildings being 
left open after meetings.  Please make sure that all lights 
are turned off and all doors are locked before leaving the 
buildings. 
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Building Fund 

In memory of H. G. “Dusty” Rhodes 
 By: The Francis Asbury Sunday School class 
  Rev. & Mrs. James H. Williams 
  Neva Risavich 
  James and Joan Mills 
  Jonathan and Lola Lowe 
  Frances R. Hamm 
  Judy Livingston 
  Eddie and Mollie Graham 
  Larry and Emily Graham 
  Voris W. Bowers 
  Hubert and Edith Kinard 
  Lynn and Martha Waller 
  Henry and Susie Barnett 
  Willie F. Ruff 
  Dick and Jennylee Foster 
  Kyle and Michelle Vaughn 
  Nancy Vaughn 
  Johnny and Mary Smith 
  Stanley and Christine Boland 
  Mary W. Parks 
  Jimmy and Lynda Counts 
  Viola G. Baucom 
  Georgie, Jim, and Elly Goodyear 
  Herschell and Dwayne Windham 
  Alicia Amick 
  Drucie Counts 
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       I was grateful to be able to represent Wightman at Annual Conference as the second alternate lay 
delegate.  One of the highlights of the conference for me were the morning Bible studies, which this 
year were led by pastors of new church starts, and the worship services.  You haven’t sung “Victory 
in Jesus” until you’ve sung it with over 1,000 other United Methodists at Annual Conference! 
 During the business sessions we heard reports from all the committees and groups in the confer-
ence.  Worth mentioning was the report of Epworth Children’s Home.  I learned that Epworth has set 
a goal of an average of $6 per member through offerings (I am happy to report that Wightman ex-
ceeded that goal in 2008 by giving $8.31 per member) and that 300 churches in the conference gave 

nothing to Epworth last year.  Serving the needs of each child at Epworth, on average, costs $35,000 per year. 
 More than 800 participated in the “Great Day of Service” which was held Tuesday afternoon at scattered sites 
around Florence. 
 Special offerings were received for Bethlehem Bible College ($11,293.74), Conference Related Homes 
($12,874.59) and Esperanza UMC—New Church Start ($18,329.82). 
 The main piece of business considered this year was voting on 32 amendments to the constitution of the United 
Methodist Church.  I tried to vote as I thought the Wightman congregation would vote and evidently the majority of 
United Methodists in South Carolina thought the same way I did because the final tally closely paralleled the way I 
voted.  5 amendments passed, but all 23 of the amendments concerning the “worldwide” nature of the church failed.  We 
were reminded that acceptance or rejection of the amendments will not be final until the votes from all the other confer-
ences are in, producing a grand total.   
 The 2010 Annual Conference will again be at the Florence Civic Center, June 10-13, Thursday through Sunday 
rather than Sunday through Wednesday, in an effort to make it easier for those who work to attend the conference. 
 In closing I would like to thank you for allowing me to represent you this year at Annual Conference.     Lynda Counts 

  Bill and Renee Joiner 
  Johnny and Beth James 
  Rosemary Bowers 
  Tommy and Debbie Murphy 
  Anne Barnes and Jeanne Riggs 
  Leonard and Therry May 
  Ted Graham 
  James and Nancy Derrick 
  Joanne Newman 
  Bryant and Pat Jennings 
  Martha S. Bowers 
  Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Guy 
  Cody and Neva Caldwell 
In memory of Irby Longshore 
 By: William P. Hendrix and family 
  Henry and Susie Barnett 
In memory of Grace Evans by Jonathan and Lola Lowe. 
In memory of Ruby B. Harmon by Hubert and Edith 
Kinard. 
In memory of Raymond Lee Koon by Kirksey Koon. 
In honor of Tom and Bonni Goodwin by James and Joan 
Mills. 
In honor of Renee Joiner by Payne & Ike Rutherford. 
In honor of Adrienne Hamm by James and Joan Mills. 

Bus Fund 
In memory of H. G. “Dusty” Rhodes by Randy and Patti 
Suber. 
 

 



 The administrative council of 
Wightman UMC met June 28 with 18 
members present. 
 Jim Mills, Finance chairman, 
brought council up to date on the fi-
nances of the church.   Our yearly 
budget is $407,000. There is no prob-

lem with the budget and all the bills have been paid. 
The required payment on the building fund to-date is 
$36,487. So far this year we have paid $88,927 which 
is almost double. In May the balance on our loan was 
$720,000. The Finance Committee has also refinanced 
our loan from 5.6% to 5.4%.  Jim said we have access 
to a loan of up to $125,000 at 5.4% if it is needed in the 
next four years. 
 Derek Underwood reported for Outreach that they 
will be serving the Salkahatchee meal on July 24 and 
they can cover it from their budget. 
 David Mitchell brought forth the fact that we need 
to have some contact people listed in the Sunday bulle-
tin for the benefit of new members, prospective mem-
bers, visitors, and people who would be interested in 
projects that are happening within the church. Joe 
Looney reminded us that all this information is on the 
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web site  Rosemary asked Pastor Michael if he and 
Lynda could find room to list them in the bulletin. 
 Under old business Derek Underwood moved to let 
the church go ahead and buy the defibrillator. The cost 
will be around $1,000. The motion was 2nd by Vicki 
Hamm and carried by the council. If any members would 
like to help with the cost of the defibrillator they can con-
tact Derek. 
 Sam Gause needs an engineer to fill out the paper 
work for the parking lot. Several suggestions were made 
and Sam will continue to look into it. Several other places 
for parking were discussed. It is a definite that more park-
ing is needed due to the growth of the church.  
 Under new business council approved that we have 
no meeting in July. If necessary a called meeting will be 
held. 
 Pastor Turner told council that he was excited about 
the direction Wightman is going.  This morning for wor-
ship we had 260 present. God has blessed us with the 
growth of the church. He asked that we continue to pray 
for the Vision Team as they work with the second wor-
ship service.  
     The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Turner. 
     Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Bouknight, Secretary  
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 Wightman celebrated the graduations 
of 8 members during the worship service 
on May 31.  They are listed below with 
additional information when provided: 
 Robin Bartley is the daughter of Pam Martin and 
Robert Edward Bartley, Jr.  She graduated from Mid-
lands Technical College with a degree in nursing and is 
employed with Lexington Medical Center as an RN.   
 Matt Floyd graduated from Newberry College. 
 John Frye, son of Alan and Betty Frye, graduated 
from Nashville Auto Diesel College with a diploma in 
Auto Diesel Technology.  He was on the Dean’s List 
one semester.  In August John will enter Greenville 
Tech to study auto body repair. 
 Adrienne Hamm is daughter of Ladison and Paula 
Hamm.  Adrienne graduated from Wofford College 
with a B.A. degree.  While in school she was a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa and Blue Key and was a resident 
assistant and teaching assistant.  Adrienne has been 
accepted at Duke Divinity School where she will pur-
sue a Master of Divinity. 
 Erin Harris , daughter of Jackie and Jenny Harris, 
graduated from the University of South Carolina. 

 Blake Hamm, son of Jack and Vicki Hamm, 
graduated from Newberry High School.  Blake was a 
member of the RIOT Team, Wightman’s UMYF, and 
participated in the WARM Project.  At Newberry H.S., 
he was a member of the National Honor Society, 
Who’s Who Among All-American Scholars, Who’s 
Who Among Honor Students, National Beta Club, and 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  Blake was 
awarded the President’s Award for Educational Excel-
lence in 2006, 07, 08, & 09, the S.C. High School 
League Scholar Athlete Award, the Newberry county 
Advanced Diploma, the NHS Baseball Coach’s Award, 
and the NHS Varsity Letterman Award.  Blake will 
attend Piedmont Tech and USC to earn a degree in 
physical education.  He would like to teach and coach. 
 Heather May, daughter of Leonard and Therry 
May, received an LPN degree from Piedmont Tech.  
She was a Dean’s List student.  She is planning to pur-
sue an RN degree and work as an NICU nurse.   
 Alex Rhodes, son of Glenn and Belinda Rhodes, 
graduated from Clemson University, with a major in 
Turf Management.  Alex is currently working and liv-
ing in Savannah, GA. 



ALTAR MINISTRY 
    July 5 - Bonnie Sheppard 
  12 - Renita, Rosemary & Rachel Bowers 
  19 - Margaret and Rodney Epting 
  26 - Johnny and Beth James 

ACOLYTES 
             July   5 - Taylor Murphy 
  12 - Reagan Owens 
  19 - Ethan McCullough 
  26 - Kathren Hamby 

 CROSS BEARERS 
           July     5 - Marie Earwood 
   12 - Margaret Epting 
      19 - Bebe Way 
      26 - Sharon Bryant             

AUDIO/VISUAL TECHNICIANS 
      July    5 - Steven Douglas and Tim Ringer 
 12 - Jack and Blake Hamm   
 19 - Traci Bouknight and Cody Caldwell 
 26 - Arthur Guy and Darin Shealy 

GREETERS 
Rodney and Margaret Epting  

Alternates - Pete and Sandra McLain  

TRUSTEE 
Johnny Smith 

NURSERY MINISTRY 
        July  5 -  Missy Roach, Anita McCullough 
              12 - Beverly Shealy, Angie Garner 
              19 -  Ron and Jennifer Abrams 
 26 - Trent and Kelli Fowler 

USHERS 
 Lonnie Finley 
 Pete McLain 
 Kenny Sanders 
 Sandy Shuler 
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July  1 - Justin Davenport, Randy Owens 
 2 - Katie Engen, Wanda Spells 
 6 - Dot Cook, Mollie Graham,  
  Lori Longshore 
 7 - Justin Caudill, Michael Murphy 
 8 - Drew Hamm 
 9 - Carry Bedenbaugh, Ann Dominick 
 10 - Sarah Bedenbaugh      
 12 -  John Frye, Darin Shealy 
 15 - Nelson Perry 
 18 - Mark Bowers, Beverly Shealy 
 19 - Alyssa Kelly, Kimberly Cassada 
 20 - Reagan Owens 
 22 - Cayce Counts, Teresa Owens    
 24 - Bob Ivey      
 25 -  Betty Griffin, Mot Hamm 
 26 - Kevin Kinard          
 28 -  Emily Garner, Ryan Stewart 
 30 - Jacob Garner 
 31 - Travis Chapman, Gordon Garner 
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  July   9 -  Ron and Carol Charette 
 11 -  Frank and Neva Risavich 
 14 -  Rodney and Margaret Epting 
 21 -  David and Dee Hamm 
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AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR JUNE 

 Worship  257               
 Church School   157 
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 The Cloud Land Vocal Band will perform at Wight-
man on Sunday, July 19.  They will sing from 9:10 to 9:30 
a.m., so come early if you would like to hear them.  They 
will also sing during the worship service.  The Cloud Land 
Vocal Band has been singing Southern Gospel Music for 
over 12 years.  The group consists of Michelle Keklak, 
Ken Skinner, James Baston and Clyde Ward.  Murph 
Ward is their sound technician.  They have recorded three 
albums which will be on sale in the narthex after the ser-
vice. 
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 Congratulations to Cayce Counts and 
Nick Scofield who were married on May 
30 at the Mitchell House and Gardens in 
Lexington.  Cayce is the daughter of 
Jimmy and Lynda Counts. 
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Church School 
Perfect Attendance 

3-Year-Olds Sammy Sorensen  
Kindergarten Al Farmer 
Grades 1 & 2 Georgia Sorensen 
  Trista Winfree 
Grades 3 & 4 Preston Farmer 
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Thank You! 
 A very big thanks to Traci Bouknight for all of 
her hard work in directing Bible school.   Thanks also 
to all of the volunteers who helped to make the week 
a big success.  Thank you to Kevin and Johnette Ki-
nard for planning the zoo trip.  We all had so much 
fun! 

Date Acolyte Offering Music Adults for Month  
July     5 Elijah Abrams Olivia Abrams Preston Farmer Audra Guy 
July   12 Sydney Owens Jackson Owens Julia Roach Kelli Fowler 
July   19 Hailey Roach Rhett Brigman Reid Brigman  Jennifer Abrams  
July   26 Jacob Shealy Bailey Gause Hunter Lee   

Birthday Party  
July 26 

Anita McCullough 
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Tiny Tots Church 
Sharon Bryant 
Daniel Shuler 



����	� 	$� �%� � �& ' � � � � �%� � ( 	

����������
���� ���� ���� 	�
� ���� �
�� ����

� � � +� �� &� $�

,� -� (� .� /� +'� ++�

+�� +&� +$� +,� +-� +(� +.�

+/� �'� �+� ��� �&� �$� �,�

�-� �(� �.� �/� &'� &+� �

����������	

��

�����
�
�����
��
�



������
���

�

����
�















�����
���
��

�� �!




� ���
"���
��#� 

$���
�
%���
��
�


&����
�'
���

(�����	
�
)���


�*+,
&����

"��#�
�
�����
�










-�.� �����

/��� ���
�
����







$�0 �
'���������



'������
1�������

�
)����%���
�


"�����
'���0�  
�

2���
�



���
&����
�

�����
�



"�	�������
�

2���

"�����
'���0�  

�
2���
�








"�	�������
�

2���


"�	�������
�

2���



*����3�����

'����

�������	

�
�4���
����


$�0 �
'���������


�����
+�#������

�������	
,����

+�5���
�
)���
�










&��.��
&����

"������
1����
��	
�
)���
�



"�	�������
�

2���


$�0 �
'���������





'������
1�������

�
)����%���
�



$�0 �
'���������





'������
1�������

�
)����%���
�



$�0 �
'���������





'������
1�������

�
)����%���
�





Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Prosperity, SC 
Permit No. 1 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	����	� 	

�����������	
��
�����������

��������	
���

����������
�	
���

�������������

��������������������������������� ����
������!�����������"���������"��� ����

#���$��������� �����"���"� ����

��������% �&�����'��������
� �( �)�*��+	�

����,����-'�$���������������./�+�

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 � � � � 
 � � � � 	
� � 
 � � � 	

���������	
���
�
�
��	���������������

���������	

���������������

�



�������1 ����
*��

 Early in June, nine Wightman members thought we were going to Manna House to help fulfill our mission state-
ment of “serving God and our world in hands-on ways.” However, we all were the ones who received countless blessings 
from our work that week at the food pantry. We met single mothers with many small children, grandmothers who were 
barely getting by on fixed incomes, a family who had just lost everything when their house burned, and numerous others 
who were all grateful for our love, prayers, and help. Jackie Birchfield said that she never realized, when she agreed to 
volunteer at Manna House, that she would hug a really big, newly-released prisoner and tell him she would pray for him 
after he told her he wanted the Bible she offered him “because he needed to turn his life around.” His name is on Jackie’s 
refrigerator and she is praying for him daily. 
 We were kept very busy serving almost as many families in one week as they served in the entire month of May. By 
Friday, many of the shelves were completely bare, devoid of the items we needed to fill grocery orders. We even ran out 
of Bibles to give our clients. We learned that most of the food donations come into the Manna House between November 
and January. The summer months are their “lean” months.  
 “Extra, fun” items like cookies, puddings, cake mixes, pancake mix and syrup are not listed on the prescribed gro-
cery orders, but can be given out if available. Manna House had none of these type fun items for us to give to families 
with small children. We also ran out of toilet paper, paper towels, dish detergent, soap, canned tomatoes, powdered milk, 
and many other things we often take for granted will be in our own well-stocked pantries. 
 Are you looking for a way to fulfill Wightman’s mission statement to “serve God and our world in hands-on 
ways?”  Then, please consider volunteering to work at the Manna House with our Wightman team in the fall or contact 
Beth James to discuss a Manna House food drive idea at the local grocery stores. 
 Thank you again to these faithful Wightman Manna House workers: Mollie Graham, Helen Mitchell, June Sloop, 
Kelli Fowler, Dodie Clark, Jackie Birchfield, Jane Broughton, Beth & Johnny James. 

Submitted by:  Beth James 



Staff Spotlight: Megan Marshall 
The following write-up on Megan appeared in materials distributed by Campus Outreach. 
 “Megan is finishing her first year on staff as part of the administration team.  She also disciples women at NC 
State.  Megan moved to Chapel Hill in 2007 to be a part of the community with Campus Outreach.  After a year of work-
ing in a travel agency, Megan came on staff.  Her love for the Lord, heart for women, and skills in business have been a 
huge asset to our team.  Please pray for her as she is still  in the process of raising her support, she currently has about 
$250 a month to raise.  Also pray for her as she prepares for her summer with City Project.” 
 
To read updates of Megan’s work as part of City Project, you may go to http://www.coraleigh.org/blog/staff/the-city-
project-dr-piper-and-new-hope. 


